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“Immanuel,  God  with  us” 


PRINCE  OF  PEACE  —  In  the  midst  of  political  turmoil,  oppression  of  the  poor, 
and  threats  of  war,  Jesus  came  as  Prince  of  Peace.  Christians  celebrate  his  birth 
today,  amid  modern-day  shifting  political  powers,  social  injustice,  and  fears  of  nuclear 
holocaust.  Yet  God’s  message  brings  new  hope;  the  Prince  of  Peace  is  Immanuel, 
God  with  us.  (HMB  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


Estimates  show  highest- 
ever  number  of  baptisms 


Bv  Sarah  Zimmerman 


WILLIAMSBURG,  Va.  (BP)  -  For 
the  first  time  since  1950,  Southern 
Baptists  can  expect  their  fourth  con¬ 
secutive  year  of  increased  baptisms 
this  year,  according  to  estimates  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board. 

The  estimated  number  of  baptisms 
for  1991  is  390,800,  up  1.5%  from  the 
385,031  baptisms  reported  last  year. 
The  last  time  Southern  Baptists  had 
four  consecutive  years  of  increased 
baptisms  was  1947  through  1950. 

The  1991  estimate,  based  on  rep<Hls 
from  state  evangelism  leaders,  is  the 
highest  number  of  baptisms  reported 


since  1983,  when  the  total  was  394,606. 

The  last  time  Southern  Baptists  had 
a  national  revival  emphasis  was  1986. 
The  following  year  Southern  Baptists 
had  a  7%  decline  in  baptisms. 

“Granted,  this  year’s  increase  is 
small,”  Price  said.  “But  considering 
it  follows  a  national  emphasis  on 
evangelism  in  1990,  it  is  a  remarkable 
increase.” 

The  continued  increase  in  baptisms 
can  only  be  attributed  to  a  movement 
of  God,  said  Darrell  Robinson,  HMB 
vice  president  for  evangelism. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB.. 
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Lausanne  committee  director  analyzes  world  evangelization 


OXFORD,  England  (WEIS)  -  A 
broad  analysis  of  trends  in  world 
evangelization  by  the  international 
director  of  the  Lausanne  Committee 
for  World  Evangelization  predicts  the 
largest  response  to  the  Gospel  be¬ 
tween  now  and  A.D.  2000  will  be  in 
Latin  America,  India  and  China. 

Ibm  Houston  of  Oxford,  England, 
estimates  that  by  A.D.  2000,  there 
could  be  50  million  new  believers  in 
Latin  America,  40  million  in  India, 
and  30  million  in  China. 

Houston’s  forecasts  entitled,  “A 
Scenario  Status  of  World  Evangeliza¬ 
tion,  1991-2000,”  are  in  the  final  stages 
of  editing  for  possible  publication  by 
Missions  Advance  Research  and  Com¬ 
munication  Center  (MARC)  in 
Monrovia,  Calif. 

Houston  says  research  by  David 
Barrett,  Patrick  Johnstone,  and 
Frank  Kaleb  Jansen  shows  that  CTiris- 
tians  are  only  marginally  increasing 


their  percentage  ot  the  worm  popula¬ 
tion  1^  0.1%  per  annum.  Barrett  is 
author  of  the  World  Christian  En¬ 
cyclopedia,  (1982),  Johnstone  is 
author  of  Operation  iWld,  (1986),  and 
Jansen  is  author  of  Target  Earth, 
(1989). 


"The  greatest  response  will 
be  in  Latin  America  .  .  .  50 
million  new  believers  are  an¬ 
ticipated." 


Bv  Jim  Newton 


About  75%  of  the  evangelicals  are 
Pentecostal. 


The  greatest  response  to  the  gospel, 
Houston  says,  will  be  in  Latin 
America  where  50  million  new 
believers  are  anticipated.  Currently 
members  of  Protestant/evangelical 
churches  comprise  about  11%  of  the 
population.  Houston  predicts 
evangelical  churches  will  continue  to 
grow  because  of  the  Biblical  message 
and  warm  fellowships  they  provide. 


Houston  also  forecasts  fast  growth 
of  mega  churches  like  the  Jotabeche 
church  in  Santiaga  Chile,  and  the  Vi¬ 
sion  of  the  Future  church  in  Argen¬ 
tina.  He  says  eight  Assemblies  of  God 
churches  in  Brazil  report  member¬ 
ships  of  20,000  to  110,000. 

In  India,  Houston  projects  the 
possibility  of  40  million  new  Christian 
believers,  or  5%  of  the  population,  if 
the  Christian  churches  can  respond  to 
the  barriers  they  face.  “India  has  the 
people  resources,  the  education  in  its 
leadership,  and  a  great  story  of  con¬ 
tributing  to  national  development,” 
Houston  observes. 


In  southern,  eastern,  and  central 
Africa,  Houston  predicts  that  the 
remarkable  church  growth  of  recent 
years  will  level  off  during  the  last 
decade  of  the  20th  century.  He  pro¬ 
mts  a  total  of  11  million  new  believers 
in  non-Islamic  parts  of  Africa. 


"The  churches  will  continue 
to  grow  .  .  .  because  they  are 
the  only  element  of  hope  .  . . 


In  China,  the  phenomenal  growth  of 
Christianity  will  continue,  but  at  a 
slower  pace.  Houston  projects  30 
million  new  believers  in  C^ina,  or 
three  percent  in  10  years. 


es  in  the  Middle  East  between  now 
and  A.D.  2000.  He  predicts  at  best  a 
five  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  believers  in  other  Islamic  areas  of 
the  world,  except  in  “Island  Islam.” 


In  describing  the  church  growth  in 
Indonesia,  Malaysia,  Comoros, 
Brunei,  and  Maldives,  Houston 
believes  “achievii^  a  20%  of  popula¬ 
tion  professing  faith  in  Christ  should 
be  possible  in  10  years.  That  would 
mean  about  20  million  converts.” 


“Churches  (in  east  and  central 
Africa)  have  struggled  and  grown  in¬ 
credibly  in  spite  of,  or  perhaps 
because  of  adverse  circumstances,” 
Houston  says,  “The  churches  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow  . . .  because  the>'  are  the 
only  element  of  hope  in  a  bad  situa¬ 
tion.” 

Houston  forecasts  little  growth,  and 
perhaps  decline,  of  Christian  church¬ 


Other  Islamic  sections  of  the  world 
where  response  to  evangelization  is 
10%  of  the  population  are  in  the 
African  countries  of  Niger,  Guinea, 
Mali,  the  Gambia,  Senegal,  Guinea 
Bissau,  Ghana,  Ivory  Coast,  Togo, 
Benin,  Burkina  Faso,  Ethiopia,  and 
South  Sudan.  Houston  forecasts  about 
23  million  new  believers  there. 

Newton  writes  for  HMB. 
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The  main  thing 


It  will  be  several  weeks  before  we 
know,  but  Lottie  Moon  could  be  in 
serious  trouble.  This  means  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  some  of 
the  work  overseas  is  in  trouble.  The 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  in  spite  of  admonishment 
from  ten  or  more  of  the  state  conven¬ 
tions  and  numerous  individuals,  did 
not  see  fit  to  reconsider  and  grant  fun¬ 
ding  to  Ruschlikon  seminary.  Acting 
unilaterally,  without  consulting 
Europe  and  without  heeding  the  FMB 
administrative  staff,  the  trustees 
deemed  Ruschlikon  a  seed-bed  of 
liberalism  and  voted  to  defund  the 
school. 

The  trustees  hit  “override”  on  their 
computers  and  regardless  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  in  Richmond  or  Ruschlikon,  or 
how  it  would  affect  giving  to  the  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Offering  or  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  decided  it  was 
time  to  show  the  true  power  of  the 
board.  It  creates  a  sour  taste  in  the 
mouth  of  many  missions  givers  not  to 
mention  the  morale  of  missionaries. 

Fear  not  for  Ruschlikon  seminary. 
It  will  get  far  more  than  $365,000  frmn 
Southern  Baptists  in  1992.  However,  is 
this  the  way  we  want  to  do  our  mis¬ 
sion  giving?  Retaliation,  taking  from 
the  Lottie  Moon  or  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  to  give  to  Ruschlikon  also  leaves 
a  sour  taste.  This  volatile,  emotional 
horse  will  hardly  provide  a  smooth 
ride  in  the  future.  The  trust  level  just 
hit  rock  bottom. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  trustees  represented  Baptists 
in  their  respective  states.  They  are  not 


elected  by  their  state  conventions,  but 
by  the  SBC.  Many  states,  including 
Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Texas,  District  of  Columbia,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  and  others  sent 
resolutions,  prayer  concerns,  and 
pleas  to  the  trustees  to  reconsider  and 
fund  the  school  for  at  least  another 
year. 

In  fact,  the  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  William  Hancock,  said 
“state  convention  action”  had  not  been 
helpful  but  actually  “broadened  the 
gap  of  reconciliation.”  In  layman’s 
language,  that  means  you  stay  out  of 
it,  we  can  handle  it.  The  states  did  not 
elect  them;  the  states  cannot  tell 
them  how  to  vote. 

Then  the  “leadership”  of  the  SBC 
that  rode  so  gallantly  to  save  Paige 
Patterson  at  Criswell  College  never 
saddled  up  for  Ruschlikon.  In  the 
heated  discussion  of  the  pre-trustee 
committee  meeting  the  FMB  ad¬ 
ministration  was  accused  of  having 
orchestrated  the  response  to  the 
trustee  action  of  defunddng  the  school. 
Frustration  is  the  father  of  angry 
accusations. 

It  may  be  feasible  to  close 
Ruschlikon.  It  is  terribly  expensive  to 
live  there.  The  cost  per  student  is 
much  higher  than  most  seminaries. 
There  are  few  Baptists  there,  and 
preaching  opportunities  may  be  few. 
They  may  appear  to  do  things  dif¬ 
ferently  and  be  more  “liberal”  than 
many  deep  water  Baptists  would 
prefer.  Had  there  been  consultation 
and  cooperation  with  European  Bap¬ 
tists,  the  missionaries  who  live  there. 


and  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  the 
trustees  could  have  performed  a  great 
ministry  for  missions  and  we  would  be 
in  the  process  of  having  a  larger  and 
more  effective  seminary,  perhaps  in 
Germany  or  Romania.  The  timing  for 
Europe  and  the  Lottie  Moon  Offering 
was  most  unfortunate.  It  called  for 
diplomacy  and  finesse;  we  hit  it  with 
a  bulldozer. 

Now  Ruschlikon  and  most  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptists  are  angry.  Most  of  the 
FMB  trustees  are  sensitive  and  defen¬ 
sive,  the  FMB  administration  is 
aghast,  the  SBC  leadership  is  silent, 
and  Southern  Baptists’  hands  have 
paused  ever  so  sli^tly  in  reaching  for 
their  purses.  Meanwhile,  3,900  mis¬ 
sionaries  must  think  we  are  trying  to 
reconstruct  the  tower  of  Babel.  OUier 
denominations  are  appalled  over 
Southern  Baptists  trying  to  disman¬ 
tle  one  of  the  world’s  finest  mission 
programs. 

We  have  two  approved  ways  of  sup¬ 
porting  our  mission  work:  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  the  Lottie 
Moon  Offering.  Our  mission  program 
must  go  on.  It  is  more  important  than 
trustees  and  conventions,  my  rights, 
or  my  opinion.  If  ever  there  was  a 
need  for  Southern  Baptists  to  walk  in 
the  path  of  repentance  and  prayer, 
that  time  is  upon  us.  We’ll  lose  the  bat¬ 
tle  if  we  settle  this  by  flesh  and  blood. 
We  must  choose  the  path  of  repen¬ 
tance  and  prayer.  Tbo  much  is  at  stake 
to  play  our  little  political  games  in  the 
face  of  our  mission  and  calling. 


Ruschlikon  Seminary 


The  rest  of  the  story 

In  1946,  J.  D.  Franks  retired  after  25  years  as  pastor  of  First,  Columbus. 
His  son  had  been  killed  in  the  Second  World  War,  and  buried  somewhere  in 
Europe.  Franks  wanted  to  find  the  grave  of  his  soldier  son. 

Theron  Rankin,  director  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  at  that  time,  asked 
Franks  to  head  up  Baptist  relief  work  in  Europe.  When  that  work  was  over, 
Franks  was  requested  to  fmd  a  site  for  a  new  European  international  seminary. 
Much  of  Euro^  was  closed  to  mission  work  and  Franks  and  his  committee 
finally  selected  Ruschlikon  in  neutral  Switzerland.  Now  you  know  ...  the 
Mississippi  connection  with  another  part  of  our  mission  program. 

Darkness  for  light, 
light  for  darkness 


Music  leaders  urged  to  help  hurting  musicians 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Pastors  are 
not  the  only  church  staff  persons  who 
suffer  hurt  in  work  relationships,  a 
Southern  Baptist  expert  in  church 
staff  relationships  told  state  Baptist 
music  leaders  D^.  6  during  their  an¬ 
nual  winter  planning  meeting. 

Brooks  Faulkner,  senior  manager  of 
the  church  staff  support  section  in  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
Church  Administration  Department, 
said  ministers  of  music,  like  pastors, 
are  “by  their  vocational  nature,  out 


By  Charles  Willis 

front  kinds  of  persons. 

“It  is  good  to  remember  that 
although  all  church  staffs  are  family, 
not  all  family  members  are  loved  in 
the  same  way,  nor  equally  loved,  for 
that  matter.”  he  observed. 

Among  the  signals  indicative  of  a 
hurting  staff  member  are  changes  in 
response  to  new  situations,  repeated 
lack  of  communication,  a  loss  of  in¬ 
tensity  about  work  and  ministry,  and 
erratic  work  hours. 


‘The  Bible  teaches  sacrifice,  self- 
discipline,  humility,  compassion,  and 
understanding.  It  does  not  teach  un¬ 
bridled  anger,  disguised  strategy  to 
get  your  way,  put  downs,  or  stand 
offs,”  Faulkner  told  the  state  music 
leaders. 

Citing  Titus  3:1-14  as  a  biblical  for¬ 
mat  for  helping  hurting  persons, 
Faulkner  said  church  staff  persons 
need  to  be  subject  to  authority  as  a 
part  of  the  price  for  achieving. 

Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 


Sellers’  staff  honored  for  years  of  ministry 


.NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
staff  of  Sellers  Baptist  Home  and 
Adoption  Center  for  58  years  of  care 
and  service  during  special 
ceremonies  Dec.  8. 

On  Jan.  1,  responsibility  for  the 
maternity  home  is  being  transferred 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Children  s  Home,  and  the  maternity 
home  ministry  will  be  moved  from 


Bv  Jim  Newton 

New  Orleans  to  Tallulah,  La.,  a  small 
town  45  miles  east  of  Monroe,  La. 

The  maternity  home  will  be  moved 
to  a  13,000-square  foot  modern  facili¬ 
ty  valued  at  more  than  $2  million  in 
Ibllulah  that  is  much  nicer  than  the 
facility  in  New  Orleans,  said  Williams. 

The  home  was  started  in  1933  by  the 
late  Clovis  Brantley,  director  of  the 
Baptist  Rescue  Mission  in  New 
Orleans  who  saw  the  need  and  con¬ 
vinced  the  Home  Mission  Board  to 


open  the  Baptist  Woman’s  Emergen¬ 
cy  Home  and  Baptist  Baby  Home, 
said  Adkins.  The  name  was  changed 
in  1961  in  honor  of  Thomas  Benton 
Sellers,  who  donated  his  services  as 
obstetrician  for  more  than  30  years. 

Adkins  praised  the  leadership  of 
Allegra  LaPrarie,  director  of  the 
home  from  1948  to  1975,  and  Mary  Dan 
Kuhnle,  director  from  1975  to  the 
present. 

Newton  writes  for  HMB. 


Several  weeks  aga  Jackson’s  Jim 
Hill  High  School  had  the  “Fat  Boys,” 
a  rap  duo,  in  for  a  show.  They  rapped, 
told  the  kids  to  leave  drugs  alone,  and 
practice  safe  sex.  How  quaint!  we 
can’t  get  the  Ten  Commandments  in¬ 
side  a  school,  but  a  boost  for  im¬ 
morality  is  okay. 

We  are  still  in  the  process  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  hero  out  of  Magic  Johnson,  who 
gets  great  adulation  as  doubtlessly 
the  tax  payers  pay  his  expenses  to 
travel  our  nation  urging  our  people  to 
practice  safe  sex. 

Focus  on  the  Family’s  Dr.  James 
Dobson  writes  that: 

“On  Nov.  14,  1990  Los  Angeles 
Lakers  basketball  star  James  Worthy 
was  arrested  in  Houston  and  charged 
with  soliciting  a  prostitute.  He  was 
jailed  until  bail  could  be  posted  late 
that  night,  causing  him  to  be  late  to 
the  Lakers-Rockets  game.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  Summit,  17,000  fans 
^ve  him  a  tumultuous  standing  ova¬ 
tion.  Remembering  that  Worthy  is 
married  and  a  father,  one  must 
wonder  what  that  sympathetic  crowd 
was  applauding.  Were  they  really  con¬ 
gratulating  Worthy  on  h^  arrival  or 
for  his  alleged  adultery  and  illegal 
sexual  activity?  As  for  me,  I  couldn’t 
help  thinking  about  his  wife  and 
regretting  the  pain  and  embarrass¬ 
ment  she  must  have  felt. 

“On  Aug.  1,  1991  the  Continental 
Singers  gave  a  free  concert  in  The 
President’s  Park  across  the  street 
from  the  White  House.  This  is  the 
same  park  where  homosexuals,  war 
activists,  Ku  Klux  Klan  members,  and 
social  protestors  of  all  varieties  have 
gathei^  to  express  their  views. 
Nevertheless,  the  U.S.  Park  Service 
summarily  asked  the  Continental 
Singers  to  leave  after  they  had  sung 
four  songs.  The  service  had  been  in¬ 
formed  in  April  that  the  singers  were 
‘a  contemporary  Christian  choir  and 
band,’  and  inde^,  a  cassette  tape  of 
their  entire  pro^m  had  been  sent  in 
advance  with  their  application.  This 
choir  has  sung  these  same  Christian 
renditions  m  coununes  aii  over  the 
world.  Yet,  here  in  America,  their 


religious  emphasis  could  not  be 
tolerated,  just  because  the  concert 
was  officiaUy  sponsored,  although  not 
supported  financially,  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Where,  oh  where,  is  the  artistic 
community  and  their  First  Amend¬ 
ment  defense  when  we  need  them 
most?” 

The  art  of  using  the  Constitution  to 
cover  our  immorality  may  work  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  or  in  California,  but 
it’s  unacceptable  in  heaven’s  court. 
Pam  Moffatt  of  Manassas.  Va..  ex¬ 
pressed  it  well;  “When  will  America 
wake  up  and  reaHee  that- protecting 
our  children  is  far  more  important 
than  exercising  our  ‘rights?’  ”  We  are 
not  the  first  to  run  head-on  into  this. 
Isaiah  the  prophet,  2,7(X)  years  ago, 
said,  “Woe  to  those  who  call  evil  g<^ 
and  good  evil,  who  put  darkness  for 
li^t  and  light  for  darkness,  who  put 
bitter  for  sweet  and  sweet  for  bitter” 
(Is.  5:20). 

We’ve  been  in  or  near  this  depth  of 
spiritual  and  mix^l  decadence  before 
and  revival  would  break  out.  There 
was  a  dharles  Finney,  Dwight  Moody, 
Haystack  prayer  group,  or  revivals  in 
pioneer  areas.  This  moral  crisis  could 
be  the  most  serious  of  any  before.  We 
need  prayer  warriors  willit^  to  go  to 
battle  for  the  soul  of  our  nation.  It  can 
make  a  difference  when  the  righteous 
rise  up,  speak  out,  and  act  for  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  kingdom.  Check  this  out 
with  Abraham’s  effort  for  Sodom 
(Gen.  19). 

Ihe  cry,  “You  can’t  legistate  morali¬ 
ty”  is  immediately  heard.  First,  our 
calling  is  from  One  greater  than  tradi¬ 
tion  or  customs.  Skippose  we  said  the 
same  for  stealing;  I^ple  are  going 
to  steal  regardless,  so  why  not  help 
protect  them  so  they  will  not  get 
caught?  Stealing  could  be  a  lot  safer, 
maybe  faster  cars,  quality  gloves,  and 
more  help  in  planning  their  escape 
route 

America  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of 
the  most  immoral  nations  on  earth. 
“Righteousness  exalts  a  nation,  but 
sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people”  (Prov. 
14:34).  —  G.H. 
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Youth  Evangelism 
Conference 


The  Heart  of 


THE  Matter 

Mississippi  College  Coliseum 
Clinton,  I' Mississippi 
Decembei  .iO-31,  1991 
Monday  Afternoon,  December  30,  19'.' , 

1:15  Youth  Leaders/Counselors  Meeting  —  Conference  Room 
2:00  Welcome  —  Cindy  Townsend  and  James  P.  Fancher 
2:05  Music  —  A1  Denson 

2:20  Mississippi  College  Welcomes  Students  —  Dr.  Van  Quick 

2:25  Testimony 

2:55  Music  —  A1  Denson 

3:20  Message  —  Dave  Busby  —  “The  Thirsty  Heart” 

4:00  Dismiss  for  Supper 

Monday  Evening,  December  30,  1991 

5:45  Make-Up  Counselors  Meeting  —  Conference  Room,. 

6:15  Music  —  A1  Denson 
6:25  Paul  and  Nicole  Johnson 

6:50  Message  —  Dave  Busby  —  “The  Searching  Heart” 

7:30  Concert  —  A1  Denson 
8:30  Prayer  Time  by  Individual  Churches 
8:45  Dismiss 

Tuesday  Morning,  December  31,  1991 
8:45-9:45  Heart  Sessions 

Heart  Session  #1  —  Coliseum 

Leader:  Mike  Curry 
Heart  Session  #2  —  FBC,  Clinton 

Leaders:  Paul  and  Nicole  Johnson 
—  Drama 

9:45-10:15  Break 
10:15  Solo  —  Kathy  Gautier 

10:20  Message  —  Dave  Busby  —  “The  Receptive  Heart” 

11:00  Lunch  Break 
Tuesday  Afternoon,  December  31,  1991 
1:00-2:00  Heart  Sessions:  Youth  swap  locations 
2:00-2:30  Break 
2:30  Solo  —  Kathy  Gautier 
2:35  Testimony 

2:40  Drama  —  Paul  and  Nicole  Johnson 

2:50  Message  —  Dave  Busby  —  “The  Passionate  Heart” 

3:30  Invitation 

3:40  Closing  Remarks  —  Cindy  Townsend 


Top  stories  in  the  news,  1991 

SBC 

1.  Ruschlikon  seminary  defunded  by  Foreign  Mission  Board  trustees. 

2.  Soviet/Eastem  Europe  triggers  “Green  Alert”  at  FMB;  Mission 
strategy  for  that  area. 

3.  Lloyd  Elder’s  forced  retirement  at  Sunday  School  Board. 

4.  Baptist  response  to  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf ;  chaplains,  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  laymen  in  Kuwait,  Iraq,  and  Turkey. 

5.  Exodus  of  professors  from  SBC  seminaries;  Southeastern  and 
Southern  were  the  heavy  losers  in  professors. 

6.  Murder  of  SBC  foreign  missionary  Lynda  Bethea  in  Kenya. 

7.  Baylor  and  Furman  take  issue  with  their  conventions. 

8.  New  hymnal  and  Praisings  over  the  SBC. 

9.  Lottie  Moon  mission  offering  not  keeping  up  to  goals. 

10.  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  meets  in  Atlanta,  plans  to  stay  in 
the  SBC. 


Mississippi 

1.  Zimbabwe  partnership;  Mississippi  pastors  and  laymen  get  great 
response  and  new  assignments  in  trip  to  Zimbabwe. 

2.  Anne  McWilliams  and  the  Baptist  Record  are  the  first  to  break  the 
story  of  the  conversion  of  Panama’s  Manuel  Noriega. 

3.  Memorial  service  for  Lynda  Bethea  in  Jackson;  the  entire  Baptist 
group  comforts  and  weeps  with  the  family. 

4.  Disaster  relief  van  helps  in  the  Vaiden  tornado,  the  floods  at  Marks, 
and  feeds  hundreds  at  the  SBC  in  Atlanta. 

5.  State  prayer  ministry  begun  at  the  Baptist  Building;  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  Charles  and  Indy  l^itten  coordinate  the  ministry. 

6.  Anti-lottery  legislators  targeted  for  defeat  by  the  Jackson  Clarion- 
Ledger  and  others;  several  were  defeated  in  the  election. 

7.  Appointment  of  12  families  with  Mississippi  connections  by  the 
Foreign  Misson  Board. 

8.  Owen  and  Elizabeth  Cooper  School  of  Missions  opens  at  William 
Car^  College  in  Hattiesburg. 

9.  State  convention  appihrv^  record  budget  and  elects  layman  W.  W. 
Wall^  as  president. 

10.  Postal  rates  for  the  Baptist  Record  rise  23%. 
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FMB  trustees  vote  no  further 


action  on  seminary  defunding 

By  Robert  O’Brien 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP) —  Trustees  committee  and  stall,  and  an  oiler  holdi  for  relationships  with  Southern 
of  (he  Foreign  Mission  Board  decid-  from  the  FMB  of  a  set  of  four  audio  Baptists,  Walter  said, 
ed  in  a  54-27  roll  call  vote  Dec.  11  to  tapes  of  the  Dec.  5-6  meeting  for  $13  Some  unions  have  warned  the  ac- 
take  no  further  action  on  the  con-  and  a  videotape  of  the  Dec.  11  meeting  ti<m  could  harm  not  wily  relationships 
troversial  international  Baptist  for  $7.  with  Southern  Baptists  but  also  affect 

seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland.  'IVustee  debate  seemed  to  boil  down  the  future  status  of  Southern  Baptist 
The  vote  left  in  place  an  Oct.  9  deci-  to  two  positions :  some  urging  restora-  missionaries  in  Europe. 

Sion  to  cut  a  $365,000  allocation  from  tion  of  funds  because  of  a  promise  to  Wiard  Popkes,  chairman  of  the 
the  1992  budget  of  the  Swiss  seminary,  fund  the  seminary  through  1992,  and  Ruschlikon  seminary  trustees,  said 
The  Oct.  9  vote,  taken  without  con-  others  opposing  continued  funding  neither  the  seminary  nor  the  Euro- 
sultation  with  the  seminary  and  three  because  the  seminary  has  not  lived  up  pean  Baptist  Federation  had  con- 
months  before  the  1992  budget  year,  to  what  they  feel  was  its  pledge  to  sidered  taking  the  defunding  action  to 
has  drawn  a  storm  of  protest  from  move  the  seminary  in  a  conservative  court.  That  wc^d  be  contrary  to 
across  Europe  and  the  United  States,  direction.  Scripture,  he  said. 

Trustees  have  complained  since  Karl-Heinz  Walter,  general  When  the  FMB  trustees  defunded 
that  their  side  of  the  story  has  not  secretary  of  the  European  Baptist  the  seminary  in  October,  they  aakoH 
been  made  clear  in  news  reports.  Federation,  said  following  the  vote  for  a  review  of  theJegality  of  the  ac- 
Several  trustees  said  their  action  that  he  “grieves”  over  the  judgment  tion  in  face  of  earU^  agreements  by 
was  not  a  quick  one  based  only  on  the  of  the  trustees  and  its  implication  the  the  mission  board  that  it  would  fund 
presence  of  visiting  professor  E.  seminary  and  its  graduates,  who  in-  the  seminary  through  1992. 

Glenn  Hinson  at  the  seminary.  They  elude  many  European  Baptist  Board  attorney  Lewis  Booker 
said  it  also  was  based  on  a  longstan-  leaders,  are  liberal.  counseled  agency  officials  not  to  cam- 

ding  concern  over  the  seminary’s  The  unilateral  defunding  by  FMB  ment  on  his  legal  opinion.  But  a  Rich- 
theological  direction.  trustees  breach^  trust  between  equal  mond  city  newspaper  quoted  an 

'IVustees  voted  35-28  on  Oct.  9  to  de-  partners,  he  said.  anonymous  source  as  saying  the  opi- 

fund  Uie  Ruschlikon  seminary  after  Walter,  who  will  relay  the  action  to  nion  concluded  the  board  had  broken 
learning  Hinson,  whom  they  labeled  European  Baptists,  said  he  personal-  its  contract  with  the  seminary, 
as  liberal,  was  teaching  there  for  four  ly  does  not  see  a  way  to  rebuild  trust  In  the  face  of  questioning  from  the 
months  while  on  ubbatical  from  tetween  the  FMB  and  European  Bap-  floor  Dec.  11,  trustee  John  Simms,  an 
Southern  Seminary  in  IxHiisville,  Ky.  tists.  FMB  President  R.  Keith  Parks  attorney  from  Virginia,  said  the  legal 
Hinson,  several  trustees  said,  was  also  said  the  vote  will  undercut  the  opinion  was  no  longer  secret  in  light 
the  “straw  that  broke  the  camel’s  partnership  approach,  which  he  said  of  the  newspaper  report, 
back,”  not  the  main  reason  for  the  is  the  basis  of  everything  the  FMB  ‘The  report  in  the  newspaper  was 
defunding.  does  overseas.  that  an  opinion  had  been  rendered 

Trustees  voted  Dec.  11  that  their  that  if  a  suit  was  brought  in  Virginia 

chairman.  Bill  Hancock  of  Kentucky,  But  Parks  and  Walter  feel  a  good  we  might  expect  to  lose,”  Simms  said, 
“send  a  news  release”  in  the  form  of  relationship  is  needed  to  take  advan-  “That  report,  albeit  from  an 
a  letter  explaining  the  trustees’  tage  of  opportunities  for  ministry  anonymous  source'.  . .  was  correct.” 
reasons  to  all  Southern  Baptist  chur-  throughout  Europe.  A  committee  of  Earlier  Simms  had  urged  trustees 
ches  and  state  conventions  and  all  trustees  and  FMB  staff  will  meet  with  to  restore  funds  to  the  seminary 
people  who  have  written  letters  about  European  leaders  to  discuss  future  because  their  vote  had  called  their  in- 
the  controversy.  relationships  and  ways  to  continue  in-  tegrity  into  question. 

Hancock’s  mailing  also  will  include  itiatives  for  ministry,  especially  in  *  v/  »•  j  .  • 

his  report  on  a  Dec.  5-6  meeting  bet-  Eiastem  Europe  aixl  the  former  Soviet  ^  spent  a  lifetiine  advising  peo- 

ween  representatives  of  European  Union.  Each  European  Baptist  union  about  what  they  have  to  do  when 
Baptist  leaders  and  an  FMB  trustee  will  decide  for  itself  what  the  future  (See  FMB  on  page  8) 


The  European  fall-out  .  .  . 

By  Greg  Warner  and  Robert  Dilday 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  —  By  a  alert”  outreach  into  the  former  Soviet  where  Southern  Baptists  have  work, 
margin  of  two  to  one,  trustees  of  the  Union,  immediately  sparked  dire  and  that  is  a  disaster.” 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  predictions  about  relationships  in  Trustees  projected  no  such  picture 
Board  voted  Eiec.  11  not  to  restore  fun-  Europe  and  beyond.  of  doom,  however.  Although  many 

ding  to  a  controversial  seminary  in  “I  do  not  see  a  way  for  a  new  acknowl^ge  relationships  with  Bap- 
Switzerland,  despite  the  advice  of  the  building  up  of  trust  and  confidence,  tists  in  Europe  will  suffer,  they  insist 
board’s  attorney  and  the  objections  of  although  ...  we  dearly  want  this,”  the  defunding  action  is  necessary  to 
Baptists  at  home  and  abroad.  Karl-Heinz  Walter,  general  secretary  protect  the  theological  integrity  of  the 

Trustees  said  defunding  the  tiny  of  the  European  Baptist  Federation,  board  and  to  make  the  most  efficient 
school  was  necessary  to  maintain  ^e  told  trustees  after  the  vote.  use  of  the  unparalleled  opportunities 

FMB’s  commitment  to  conservative  Board  President  Keith  Parks  said  for  outreach  in  Europe, 
theological  education  abroad.  the  decision  “seriously  jeopardizes”  But  critics  say  the  school  is  too 

But  the  dispute  —  which  generated  FMB  work  in  Europe  and  reflects  a  heavily  influenced  by  neo-orthodox  or 
protests  from  most  Baptist  bodies  in  different  approach  to  missions  than  liberal  theology  and  not  represen- 
Europe,  at  least  nine  state  Baptist  previously  practiced  by  the  board.  tative  of  many  —  perhaps  most  — 
conventions  and  hundreds  of  in-  “This  will  hamper  everything  we  European  Baptists.  Because  the 
dividual  Baptists  —  came  to  sym-  are  doing,  especially  in  Europe,  school  is  expensive  to  operate  and  at- 
bolize  not  just  the  fate  of  one  because  everything  we  are  doing  tend  and  inaccessible  to  many  Euro¬ 
seminary  but  the  future  of  relation-  depends  on  partnership,”  Parks  said,  peans,  they  say,  it  is  ill-suited  to  lead 
ships  between  Southern  Baptists  and  Ruschlikon  President  John  David  a  major  thrust  in  outreach  through 
their  Baptist  counterparts  in  Europe.  Hopper,  himself  an  FMB  missionary,  the  “open  doors”  of  Eastern  Europe 
The  FMB’s  Dec.  11  decision,  which  told  reporters  the  decision  signals  the  and  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
came  moments  after  trustees  heard  “exportation”  of  Southern  Baptists’ 

details  of  the  board’s  massive  “green  biblical  controversy  “to  all  countries  ( See  EUfM>PCAN  on  page  4) 


School’s  probation  might  be  short 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Be-  to  SACS’s  questions,  but,  it  tailed  to  do  we  were  eligible  for  accreditation.” 
ing  put  on  probation  by  the  Southern  so  by  the  December  1991  deadline.  At  The  fact  that  a  school  is  put  on  pro- 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  that  time,  SACS  had  only  two  options  bation  generally  has  little  effect  on 
does  not  indicate  a  loss  of  accredita-  —  to  either  affirm  the  school’s  ac-  enrollment,  said  Arthur  L.  Walker  Jr., 
tion  to  Southeastern  Seminary.  creditation  or  to  place  it  on  probation,  executive  director  of  the  Southern 
The  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  seminary  Southeastern  President  Lewis  Baptist  Education  Commission, 
was  put  on  probation  by  SACS  during  Drummond  said,  “I  am  disappointed.  “Historically,  individuals  who  are 
the  agency’s  annual  meeting  in  New  We  were  making  progress  in  the  seeking  admission  to  a  school  may 
Orleans  Dec.  4-6.  evaluations.  In  fact,  in  one  area  —  have  some  questions,  but  it  doesn’t 

The  school  has  one  year  to  answer  planning  and  evaluation  —  SACS  had  seem  to  make  that  much  difference,” 
all  questions  presented  to  it  by  SACS  upgrad^  our  evaluation  to  just  a  he  said. 

regarding  problems  in  such  matters  ‘notation.’  ”  L.  Russ  Bush,  vice  president  for 

as  faculty  selection  and  long  range  Drummond  was  notified  by  phone  academic  affairs  and  dean  of  the 
planning.  of  the  commission’s  decision  late  Dec.  faculty,  said  he  felt  most  of  the  re¬ 

in  1989,  SACS  issued  a  warning  to  5  at  his  home  by  David  Carter,  the  maining  concerns  could  address- 
Swth^tem  citing  the  school  as  defi-  assistant  director  of  SACS.  (Darter  said  ed  very  rapidly  and  expressed  op- 
cient  in  four  areas;  planning  and  the  commission  had  cited  the  timism  the  school’s  probation  might 
evaluation,  selection  of  faculty,  the  seminary  on  four  criteria  and  had  felt  be  short.  He  a^e^  ‘We  have  another 
role  of  faculty  and  its  committees,  and  probation  would  give  the  school  the  on-site  visit  in  April  for  our  ten-year 
I  1  additional  time  it  needed  to  clear  up  self-study.  If  we  have  the  matters 

these  final  difficulties.  related  to  our  accreditation  in  order. 

The  criteria  the  commission  cited  the  on-site  team  will  recommend  that 
related  to  two  areas,  that  of  planning  we  reaffirmed.” 
and  evaluation,  and  trustee  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  faculty  selection  process.  Walker  added  he  thought  the 
'  “We  are  taking  this  very  seriously  trustees  would  take  the  situation 
and  are  disappointed  with  the  com-  seriously.  “I  was  there  for  the  trustee 
mission’s  decision.  However,  this  is  not  orientation  and  they  (trustees)  were 
the  loss  of  accreditation.  We  were  dealing  seriously  with  the  matter, 
delighted  to  see  that  we  have  satisfied  Russ  Bush  was  giving  the  matter  a  lot 
SACS’s  concern  about  whether  or  not  of  attention.” 


Fire  on  historic  spot 

Fire  on  Dec.  10  destroyed  the  building  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  historic  O’Brien's 
Opera  House  in  downtown  Birmingham,  Ala.  O’Brien’s  Opera  House  was  the  building 
in  which  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  meeting  when  messengers  voted  to 
establish  the  Sunday  School  Board  in  1891.  SSB  representatives  laid  a  marker  on 
the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  building  in  April  1991  as  part  of  the  board’s  centennial 
celebration.  O’Brien’s  Opera  House  was  demolished  in  1915  and  was  replaced  in 
the  early  ’2()s  with  this  building,  housing  shops,  offices,  and  a  cafe.  It  had  been  va¬ 
cant  for  some  time  when  the  fire  broke  out  around  1:30  p.m.  Dec.  10.  Firefighters 
fought  the  blaze  and  smoke  well  into  the  night.  No  one  was  injured.  (WMU  Photo 
by  Dan  Bryan) 


From  page  3 

The  debate  on  Harper’s  motion,  the  debate  but  had  not  been  asked  to  way,”  he  said, 
which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  speak.  Meanwhile,  FMB  leaders  are  con 

focused  on  broken  promises.  But  “We  regard  ourselves  as  Christians  cerned  the  riff  over  Ruschlikon  will 
trustees  could  not  agree  on  who  had  who  deeply  love  God  and  the  Bible,”  produce  a  major  shortfall  in  the  Lot- 
been  unfaithful  —  the  trustees  said  Wiard  Popkes  of  Germany,  chair-  tie  Moon  Christmas  Offering,  which 
themselves,  whose  vote  in  October  man  of  Ruschlikon’s  trustees.  “We  do  provides  about  half  of  the  FMB’s  an- 
nullified  a  1988  agreement  to  continue  not  regard  ourselves  as  liberals.”  nual  $184  million  budget, 
funding  the  seminary,  or  Ruschlikon’s  Despite  the  defunding,  Popkes  said.  In  other  FMB  action : 

leaders,  who  FMB  trustees  say  pro-  “we  shall  not  forget  the  generosity  —  A  task  force  overseeing  the 
mised  in  1988  to  make  the  school  more  that  Southern  Baptists  have  shown  to  “green  alert”  in  the  former  Soviet 
conservative.  us.”  Union  told  trustees  an  estimated  $12.3 

'Dnistee  Ron  Wilson,  who  in  October  After  founding  the  school  and  fun-  million  will  be  needed  to  fund  ac- 
said  the  temporary  hiring  of  con-  ding  it  for  43  years,  the  FMB  transfer-  celerated  evangelistic  efforts  in  that 
troversial  Southern  Baptist  professor  red  ownership  of  the  institution,  region  during  1992. 

Glenn  Hinson  to  teach  at  Ruschlikon  valued  at  more  than  $12  million,  to  the 

demons^ted  the  school’s  liberal  European  Baptist  F^eration  as  part  A  “green  alert”  permits  the  board 
bent,  said  seminary  administrators  of  the  1988  agreement.  to  speed  up  normal  proc^ures  to  take 

had  broken  their  word.  Walter  of  the  EBF  expressed  his  advantage  of  missions  opportunities 

“We  made  a  commitment  but  they  p^imism  about  restored  relation-  amid  social  upheavals.  The  collapse 
also  made  a  commitment,”  Wilson  ships  between  European  Baptists  and  of  communism  in  the  former  Soviet 
said  during  the  December  debate.  Southern  Baptists  —  an  opinion  he  Union  —  where  many  of  the  world’s 
“And  our  commitment  was  made  en-  said  reflected  his  own  personal  view,  unreached  people-groups  live  —  trig- 
tirely  on  the  commitment  we  receiv-  Both  Popkes  and  Walter  addressed  gered  the  alert  in  September, 
ed...  (about)  the  direction  that  the  Dec.  5-6  meeting  of  trustee  In  addition,  as  many  as  1,469 
Mminary  was  going  to  go  in.  They  leaders,  during  which  the  leaders  volunteers  from  the  United  States  will 
broke  that  trust.  Therefore,  I  believe  voted  13-10  not  to  recommend  refund-  be  invited  to  niinister  there  during  the 
our  reaction  to  it  is  appropriate.”  ing  the  seminary.  next  year. 

Trustee  Jack  Bledsoe  of  Fordyce,  Trustee  chairman  Bill  Hancock  of  The  funds  also  will  be  used  to  pro- 

Ark.,  said  regardless  of  other  Louisville,  who  called  the  Dec.  5-6  vide  translations  of  Bibles  and 
criticisms  of  the  school.  Southern  meeting  and  presided  over  the  Dec.  11  discipleship  materials  in  the  major 
Baptists  “expect  us  to  live  up  to  our  debate,  expressed  regret  that  a  better  languages  of  the  region,  develop  Sun- 
commitments.”  Criticism  about  the  solution  was  not  found.  He  blamed  the  day  School  literature  for  all  ages, 
expense  and  theological  stance  of  the  impasse  on  the  inflexibility 'of  the  distribute  copies  of  the  film  “Jesus’’ 
seminary  are  not  the  issue,  he  said.  European  leaders,  the  insensitivity  of  —  one  of  the  board’s  most  widely  us- 
“The  only  issue  is  the  integrity  of  the  the  FMB’s  Europe  staff,  the  unrespon-  ed  evangelistic  tools  —  and  provide 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  siveness  of  FMB  administrators  and  loans  for  church  buildings. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention.”  a  lack  of  grace  from  trustees. 

After  the  vote,  trustees  agreed  to  “They  (trustees)  have  done  what  Warner  is  editor  of  Associated  Bap- 
hear  responses  from  two  European  they  think  is  right,  but  they  have  done  tist  Press  and  Dilday  writes  for 
Baptist  leaders,  who  had  witnessed  it  at  the  wrong  time  and  in  the  wrong  Religious  Herald,  Virginia. 

How  they  voted 

Following  is  a  list  or  Foreign  Mission  Board  tend  the  December  meeting  or  register  a  vote:  E. 
trustees  and  their  response  to  the  roll  call  vote  Harmon  Moore  ot  Indiana.  Mrs.  Harold  Cathey  of 
Dec  11  on  the  substitute  motion  to  take  no  further  Kentucky.  David  L.  Stephens  Jr.  of  l^nnessee. 
action  on  funding  the  Ruschlikon  seminary  Onuir  Pachecano  of  llnias,  Mrs.  Wayne  Dishmaii 
Seven  of  the  to  trustees  apparently  did  not  at-  and  Hunter  Riggins  of  Virginia  and  Lnter  L.  Hall 

of  West  Virginia 


WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE  IN  E.E.? 

I  HAVE  AT  LEAST  1200  REASONS! 

I  was  amazed  when  our  Outreach  Associate  here  at  Morrison 
Heights  shared  with  me  that  our  adult  Evangelism  Explosion 
teams  attempted  1200  visits  in  just  13  weeks  of  on-the-job  train¬ 
ing  outreach  during  our  recently  completed  semester!  1200  at¬ 
tempted  visits!  WOW!  Of  those  attempts,  our  folks  were  able 
to  complete  over  700.  The  gospel  was  presented  168  times  to 
188  people,  64  of  whom  prayed  to  receive  Christ!  Another  85 
individuals  found  assurance  of  their  salvation.  In  addition  to  the 
ministry  of  our  adult  teams,  our  youth  teams  completed  191  out 
of  225  attempted  visits  and  had  16  professions  of  faith!  Maybe 
I  should  relate  just  one  simple  reason  that  I  am  committed  to 
E.E.:  IT  WORKS!  Over  200  individuals  have  now  been  equip¬ 
ped  to  share  their  faith  through  this  ministry  here  in  our  church 
over  the  past  three  years. 

If  you  would  like  a  witness  training  tool  that  gets  the  job  done, 
then  I  encourage  you  to  consider  being  trained  in  the  rpinistry 
of  EVANGELISM  EXPLOSION  during  our  upcoming  clinic  in 
January.  But  I  warn  you;  your  church  may  never  be  the  same 
again! 

Dr.  Ken  Alford 

Pastor,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 

Clinton,  Mississippi 


One  of  Oklahoma's  four  trustees  moved  out  of 
the  state  earlier  this  year  and  was  no  longer  eligi¬ 
ble  to  serve.  He  has  not  been  replaced 
Board  chairman  William  L.  Hancock  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  did  not  vote,  in  keeping  with  board  practice. 


FAVORED  THE 
SUBSTITUTE  MOTION 

kansas-Nebraska :  Roger  D.  Roberts 
Kentucky:  J  William  Hall,  James  Garland 
Louisiana :  Leon  Hyatt  Jr,  Lawson  Swearingen 
MliilisIppI:  Randy  C.  Divts.  L.  DanM  Watts  Jr.. 

lerry  L.  Williams 
New  England:  Adrian  Burk 
New  York:  Roger  W  Knapton 
North  Carolina:  Michael  D.  Smith.  Horace  W 
Hall  Jr 

Oklahoma:  Michael  McGee.  Rod  H  Masteller, 
Reed  Lynn 

Pennsylvania-South  Jersey:  Mrs.  Ray  Wise 


BAPTIST  CHURCH 


<  defund  the  seminary  i 

Alabama  Rob  Martin.  Mrs  Sammy  Gilbreath 
Alaska :  Rodney  G  Duncan 
Arizona:  Alan  J.  Thompson 
Arkansas:  Wallace  Egar 
California:  John  JackMn.  Ron  E  Wilson 
Colorado:  Robert  Oxford 
District  of  Columbia:  William  L.  Bort  Sr 
Florida:  John  P  Greene.  William  H  Pace  Jr, 
Bryan  W  Judge 

Georgia :  Michael  C.  Catt,  A  Ben  Hatfield,  led 
Mo^v,  Roy  Scarborough  Jr 


South  Carolina:  Donald  Purvis,  Bruce  A.  Russell 
lennessee:  Mrs.  L.C.  Jackson,  Morris  H.  Mills, 
Jack  C.  Parrott.  William  Blanchard  Jr. 
lexas:  Rick  Scarborough.  Leroy  S.  Smith. 
Patrick  Bullock  Sr..  Bill  Sutton,  RG  Clements. 
Joel  Gregory,  Paul  E.  Martia  Paige  Patterson, 
lerry  Horton,  Bonnie  B.  Westbr^  Jr. 
Virginia:  Mrs.  Clifford  Randall 
Local  members  (all  reside  in  Virginia) :  lerry 
L.  Harper,  Mrs.  Harvey  Bryant.  Gary  M. 
Burden.  Mrs.  Al  Gilbert.  Russell  Snead 


ANNUAL 

EVANGELISM  EXPLOSION 


OPPOSED  SUBSTITUTE 
MOTION 

Maryland-Delaware:  Bruce  A  Romoser 
Michigan:  Mrs  Ernest  Rowland 
Misaoun:  Paul  L.  Brooks.  J  Michael  Goodwin. 

Mrs.  Paul  Swadley 
Nevada :  Hoyt  A  Savage 
New  Mexico:  Ctiarles  A.  Pink 
North  Carolina  Kenneth  Ridings.  Horace  A 


LEADERSHIP  CLINIC 


(restore  the  065.000  to  budget) 

Alabama:  Rick  Lance.  Ronnie  Marshall.  John 
H  Thomas 

Arkansas.  Jack  Bledsoe 
Florida:  William  H.  Fkulkner 
Georgia  James  Austin.  Mrs  James  B  Gi'bert 
Illinois:  William  Richardson 
L  H  McCollough 


Northwest:  Harry  L.  Hannah 
Ohio:  John  Hays 

S(xith  Carolina  Mrs.  Alton  Brant 
Virginia:  John  M  Simms 
Local  members  (all  reside  in  Virginia):  Mrs 
Thomas  Sullivan.  Larry  Hollai^.  Franklin 
Hall.  Mrs  Ken  Hemphill 

-ABP 


January  17-22,  1992 

For  information  call:  924-5620  or  305-491-6100 


L^lsiana 


Morrison  Heights  teams  report  64  professions  of  faith 


Evangelism  Explosion  teams  going 
out  from  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  this  fall  completed  707  visits. 
In  168  gospel  presentations  they 
reported  64  professions  of  faith.  That’s 
not  counting  the  high  school  and  col¬ 
lege  team  reports. 

One  team  told  of  nine  professions  of 
faith  during  the  16-week  semester  of 
witness  training.  This  team  —  Joan 
Woodward  and  Dean  Golden  and  their 
trainer,  Jackie  Jackson  —  added 
something  new  to  the  usual  follow-up. 
When  they  had  eight  professions,  th^ 
held  a  hamburger  supper  and  invited 
the  eight,  along  with  their  own 


families.  “The  fellowship  was  great!” 
said  Joan.  '  * 

An  international  Evangelism  Ex¬ 
plosion  clinic  will  be  held  at  Morrison 
Heights  Church  Jan.  17-22,  1992. 

“E.  E.  is  a  lay  ministry,”  said  Ken 
Alford,  Morrison  Heights  pastor,  “but 
the  pastor  has  to  be  involv^.”  Pastors 
must  attend  the  January  clinic  with 
their  lay  people.  John  Russell, 
associate  pastor,  began  E.E.  at  Mor¬ 
rison  Heights  thiw  years  ago.  Since 
then  be  has  been  called  to  a  pastorate 
in  Tennessee;  however,  the  training 
has  gone  on  mostly  under  lay  leader¬ 
ship  and  recently  closed  its  best 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 
semester  yet.  The  church  offers  three 
of  the  four  levels  of  advancement. 
Classes  are  offered  night  and  morn¬ 
ing.  The  pastor  teaches  one -class. 

“Make  witnessing  a  part  of  your 
lifestyle,”  Pat  Green,  who  teaches  a 
class  in  Level  1,  tells  those  in  her  ses¬ 
sions.  A  scoreboard  is  provided  for 
reports  of  lifestyle  witnessing,  as  well 
as  for  team  visits.  “Be  alert  to  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  witness,”  she  said.  “Listen 
for  them  in  conversations.”  She  prac¬ 
tices  what  she  teaches.  One  day  in  a 
bank,  a  teller  asked  her  if  she  attends 
Morrison  Heights  Church.  This  gave 


her  the  chance  to  ask  about  the  teller’s ' 
^church  and  to  seek  permission  to  ask 
her  some  questions.  Since  the  busy  at¬ 
mosphere  was  not  conducive  to  con¬ 
versation,  Pat  invited  her  to  lunch  and 
there  shared  with  her  the  gospel 
message;  the  teller  made  the  d^ision 
to  take  Jesus  into  her  life. 

“We  have  several  in  our  E.E. 
classes  now  who  were  won  to  the  Lord 
through  it,”  said  Pat. 

‘The  evangelized  had  become  the 
evangelizers,”  added  Alford.  Ken  Def- 


fendall  is  going  into  the  ministry  as  a 
result  of  E.E.  Also  his  son  is  enrolled 
in  E.E.  Ken  plans  to  go  to  Russia  next 
April  with  a  group  from  the  church 
led  by  the  pastor,  to  give  his  testimony 
there.” 

A  couple  from  Russia,  Vladimir  and 
Natalia  Kulishev,  are  coming  to  the  in¬ 
ternational  clinic.  A  donation  from  a 
Morrison  Heights  member  will  pay 
their  expenses. 

“In  my  ministry,”  said  Alford, 
“Evangelism  Explosion  is  the  best 
way  I  have  found  to  reach  people.” 


Clinton  youths  will  witness  at  mall 


The  first  night  she  was  to  go  out  as  known  the  Commander  would  go  with 
part  of  a  team  to  witness,  Joan  Wood-  her.  He  had,  just  as  promised.  On  her 
ward  felt  so  tired  that  she  almost  first  night  to  actually  witness,  here 
stayed  home.  Yet  she  kept  hearing  the  were  four  professions  of  faith, 
words  of  that  song  she’d  heard  at  an  The  following  weeks  led  the  team  to 
Evangelism  Explosion  banquet.  “Go  places  such  as  a  washateria  and  to  a 
and  tell  them  that  I  love  them."  They  mobile  home  park.  At  the  latter,  Joan 
were  the  words  that  had  spurred  her  said,  “One  trailer  seemed  to  call  my 
to  a  commitment,  and  now  she  would  name.”  Inside  they  found  a  14-year- 
l^eep  it.  old,  alone.  His  parents  were 

In  Evangelism  separated;  his  father  had  recently 
Explosion  witness  been  in  an  accident  and  nearly  died, 
training  at  Mor-  Eternal  life  was  a  subject  of  interest 
rison  Heights  to  him.  “I  always  wanted  to  accept 
Church  in  Clinton,  Jesus,”  he  said,  “but  nobody  ever  told 
her  trainer  was  me  how.”  He  has  been  attending  the 
Jackie  Jackson,  midweek  “Heartbeat”  youth  meetings 
and  her  trainee  at  the  church, 
partner  was  Dean  When  the  17-year-old’s  baby  was 
Golden.  That  first  born,  tlie  team  went  to  see  the  baby, 
night  out,  the  and  met  the  sister  they  had  been  pray- 
trainer  presented  ing  for.  That  night  she  too  became  a 
Woodward  the  gospel  to  a  new  Christian. 

17-year-old  girl  who  was  pregnant. 

The  girl  asked  Jesus  to  be  her  Savior  Another  time  the  team  sat  in 
and  then  asked  the  team  to  pray  for  a  local  restaurant.  Jackie  explain- 
her  sister.  ed  the  plan  of  salvation  to  the  other 

Even  with  that  victory,  the  next  Jwo  so  that  the  inan  at  the  next  table 

week  Joan  still  longed  to  stay  home,  Z 

It  was  her  night  to  present  the  gospel,  reported  rune 

and  she  was  nervous  and  reluctant!  they 

But  she  remembered  the  words  of  the 

song  and  her  commitment,  and  she  church’s“sifging  cirrisfmL 

Tree”;  they  even  invited  them  all  to 
Dean  witnessed  first.  A  16-year-old  ^  hamburger  supper,  for  a  time  of 
girl  said  yes  to  Christ.  “No  one  ever  fellowship. 

told  me  before  how  to  be  saved,”  she  Joan,  a  native  of  Texas,  said  she  was 
said.  horn  again  herself  at  age  30.  This  year 

.  she  and  her  husband  and  two 
Now  we  can  go  back  to  the  church  teenagers  moved  to  Clinton  from 
and  report,  Joan  said,  in  a  relieved  Louisiana 
tone. 

“No,”  Jackie  insisted.  “We  ll  go  to  she  said  that  she  may  go  with  her 
another  place  This  is  still  your  night.”  husband  on  a  volunteer  mission  to 
At  the  next  apartment  they  found  work  with  the  New  Tribes  mission  in 
three  young  men.  Liquor  bottles  on  a  Africa.  “I  am  thrilled  about  being 


“What  do  you  believe  about 
Christmas?”  Youths  from  Morrison 
Heights  Church.  Clinton,  will  ask  this 
question  at  Metrocenter  mall.  Jack- 
son,  on  Dec.  20,  beginning  at  6  p.m. 

Hal  Kitchings,  minister  of  students 
at  the  church,  devised  the  Christmas 
questionnaire  that  the  group  will  use. 
This  time  of  witnessing  stemmed 
from  the  church’s  Evangelism  Explo¬ 
sion  emphasis.  However,  others 
besides  E.E.  participants  will  be 
included. 

After  they  ask  a  series  of  questions, 
according  to  Kitchings,  the  young  p^ 
pie  will  do  one  of  thrw  thinp :  ( 1 )  give 


a  Christmas  tract,  (2)  share  the  their  example 
gospel  if  the  person  being  surveyed  when  Ken  Alford,  pastor  at  Mor- 
gives  permissions,  and  if  time  allows  rison  Heights,  went  to  an  apartment, 
(3)  get  name,  telephone  number,  and  planning  to  witness  to  a  parent,  he 
address,  so  they  can  visit  later  to  ftxmd  three  youths  already  there  from 
share  the  gospel.  his  church,  talking  with  the  teenager 

E.E.  (Evangelism  Explosion)  pro-  who  lived  there.  “Oh,  come  on  in.  Dr. 
vides  students  an  opportunity  to  Ken,”  said  one  of  them. ‘This  boy  has 
develop  their  evangelism  leadership  just  prayed  to  receive  Jesus!” 
skills,  said  Kitchings.  “It  is  the  heart¬ 
beat  of  our  youth  ministry.”  When  “Young  people  are  persecuted  for 
youths  see  professions  of  faith,  they  their  faith  more  than  we  adults  are,” 
feel  the  joy  of  witnessing  and  want  to  Kitchings  observed.  He  indicated  that 
continue,  he  explained.  Then  their  this  kind  of  evangelism  training  helps 
peers  not  in  the  E.  E.  program  see  to  strengthen  them  in  standing  up  for 
what  they  are  doing  and  want  to  follow  what  they  believe. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Saddened  by  loss  of  Restoring  funding  of 

God-consciousness  Ruschlikon  Seminary 

Editor:  Editor: 

On  a  recent  television  talk  show  a  I  am  writing  in  response  to  the 
number  of  people  said  they  were  several  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
virgins,  but  they  appeared  to  be  The  Baptist  Record  lately  concerning 
ashamed  and  almost  apologetic  for  it.  the  FMB  committee  voting  “no”  to 
Christian  values  or  sin  were  never  a  restoring  of  funds  to  the  Baptist 
consideration.  I  was  saddened  that  seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland, 
our  society  has  gone  so  far  backward  It  seems  that  funding  the  seminary 
in  our  God-consciousness.  in  Ruschlikon  would  be  a  God-sized 

One  of  the  things  we  as  Christians  task  requiring  full  dependence  on 

need  to  do  is  stop  white-washing  sin  God,  something  the  FMB  committee 

and  call  it  what  it  is.  I  realize  that  this  appears  to  be  trying  to  avoid, 
attitude  will  not  be  popular  in  today’s  How  I  live  my  life  is  a  testimony  of 
world,  yet  sin  is  still  sin,  no  matter  what  I  believe  about  God.  The  same 
what  age  one  lives  in.  God  has  not  is  true  for  the  FMB  committee.  How- 
changed,  and  for  that  matter  neither  they  vote  on  this  matter  will  be  a 
have  we.  (Jod  is  still  100%  perfect,  and  testimony  of  what  they  believe  about 
we  are  still  100%  rotten.  God.  Will  they  operate  on  a  budget 

Secular  centers  for  the  treatment  of  that  they  know  that  they  can  fund, 
alcohol  and  drug  abuse  teach  that  thus  bringing  man  the  glory?  Or,  will 
such  behavior  is  simply  another  they  operate  on  a  budget  that  they  will 
disease;  God’s  Word  calls  it  sin.  have  to  trust  God  to  meet,  thus  bring- 
There  are  now  treatment  centers  ing  God  the  glory?  Does  the  commit¬ 
tor  the  person  who  is  addicted  to  sex.  tee  have  the  kind  of  faith  necessary 
Again,  I  point  out  that  God’s  Word  for  this  venture?  I  hope  so,  because 
states  that  sex  outside  marriage  is  a  without  it,  it  is  impossible  to  please 
sin,  and  not  a  disease. 

In  no  way  do  I  seek  to  minimize  the 
strength  of  sin  bondage,  for  I  know 
from  personal  experience  just  how 
devastating  bondage  can  be. 

By  the  same  token,  I  am  convinc¬ 
ed  that  if  we  apply  Deut.  6:5,  Matt. 

6:33  to  our  lives,  then  sin  will  not  be 
in  control  of  our  lives.  I  don’t  mean 
to  imply  that  we’re  sin-free. 

To  obey  Christ  in  this  context  is  npt 
legalism,  for  we  trust  God  to  keep  his 
promises.  When  we  trust  and  obey 
Jesus,  then  we  have  true  joy  and  a 
peace  that  eludes  human  understand¬ 
ing  (Phil.  4:7).  Only  then  do  we  begin 
to  understand  that  the  “kingdom  not 
of  this  world’’  that  Jesus  spoke  of  is 
a  real  and  far  superior  spiritual 
kingdom  than  any  devised  by  mere 
man. 

Rick  Jones 

•  Greenville  . . 


RECEPTION 

honoring 

THE  REVEREND  lAMES  F.  YATES 
upon  his  retirement  as  pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Yazoo  City,  Mississippi 
Sunday.  December  29.  1991 
3:00  *  6:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Activities  Building 
319  lackson  Avenue 


My  name  is  L.  G.  Doss  and  I  am 
presently  incarcerated  at  the  Grafton 
Correctional  Institution,  Grafton, 
Ohio. 

As  far  as  my  religion,  I  am  a  Bap¬ 
tist  that  went  to  the  left  years  ago, 
and,  eventually  led  me  to  the  walls  of 
this  prison. 

The  loneliest  time  for  me  is  mail 
call  because  I  never  get  any.  I  feel  so 
alone  and  would  love  toshare  my-feel- 


We  may  scatter  the  seeds  of 
courtesy  and  kindness  about  us  at  lit¬ 
tle  expense.  Some  of  them  will  fall  on 
good  ground,  and  grow  up  into 
benevolence  in  the  minds  of  others, 
and  all  of  them  will  bear  fruit  of  hap¬ 
piness  in  the  bosom  whence  th^ 
spring.  —  Jeremy  Bentham 


The  first  Christmas  without  your  loved  one  .  .  . 


-  .  By  ’WUda  Fancher 

If  you  have  lost  a  loved  one  of  close 
friend  since  last  Christmas,  we  hope 
this  will  help. 

If  you  haven’t,  maybe  an  extra  hug 
for  those  special  folks  we  still  have 
would  be  nice! 

This  week  a  beautiful  letter  came, 
saying,  after  telling  me  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  death  of  their 
19-year-old  son  last  spring,  “Could 
you  write  a  column  for  all  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  lost  loved  ones  this 
year?  Our  home  is  sad  and  our  holi¬ 
day  will  be  lonely.” 

In  all  my  years  as  a  pastor’s  wife 
I  have  never  learned  what  to  say  or 
how  to  act  in  the  presence  of 
death-grief. 

Now  I  hardly  know  what  to  write. 
If  I  knew  words  which  could  be 


caressing  and  tender  to  reach  into 
your  heart  like  fingertips  and 
massage  away  the  pain  which  must 
be  a  million  times  worse  than  muscle 
cramps,  I  would  write  them. 

If  I  knew  words  which  could  keep 
your  breath  from  backing  up  into 
your  throat  when  you  have  to  pick  up 
a  plate  because  you  forgot  and  set  the 
table  for  everyone,  I  would  write 
them. 

If  I  knew  words  which  would  keep 
the  tears  from  dropping  onto  your 
coat  when  you  see  someone  at  a 
distance  who  looks  like  him,  I  would 
write  them. 

If  I  knew  words  that  could  keep 
everybody  from  walking  or  whistling 
or  running  or  talking  like  he  did,  I 
would  write  them. 


If  I  knew  words  which  would  make 
it  easier  for  you  to  swallow  his 
favorite  food,  or  hear  his  favorite 
song,  or  walk  into  his  room,  or  give 
away  his  possessions,  I  would  write 
them. 

But  if  I  knew  all  these  words,  and 
I  wrote  them,  and  they  did  what  I  said 
they  would  do,  I  would  have  robbed 
you,  for  I  would  have  taken  away  your 
memories  of  him. 

Next  to  live  music,  a  record  is  the 
best  thing;  next  to  a  live  person, 
memories  are  the  loest  thing.  Without 
the  music  there  could  have  been  no 
record;  without  the  person  there 
would  be  no  memories.  Like  music 
and  joyful  strains  suddenly  replaced 
by  haunting  melodies,  and  like  music 
with  haunting  mei(^ies  suddenly 


replaced  by  joyful  strains,  your  rela¬ 
tionship  goes  on  every  day. 

If  James  dies  before  I  do,  a  difficult 
time  of  day  for  me  will  be  the  time 
when  I  go  to  the  post  office  and  there 
is  no  letter  from  him.  He  writes 
almost  daily  if  he  is  away.  But  I  will, 
for  a  while.  I’m  sure,  go  home  and 
read  some  of  the  letters  from  him  that 
I  have  saved,  and  remember  grateful¬ 
ly  the  love  that  prompted  those 
letters. 

On  this  Christmas  Day,  every  ache 
will  be  deeper  and  every  pain  will  be 
sharper.  It  would  seem  totally  proper 
to  me  that  you  weep  a  little  while,  but 
not  all  day.  As  you  weep,  it  would 
seem  totally  proper  also  to  let  the 
joyful  strain  of  faith  in  Christ  well  up 
in  your  heart  and  wipe  your  tears 


away  with  poignant  happy  memories. 
Bring  out  a  few  of  the  not-so-happy 
memories,  too,  for  it  is  unrealistic  to 
remember  someone  as  having  been 
perfect.  When  your  heart  has  settled 
and  you  feel  a  miracle  has  been  work¬ 
ed  there,  breathe  a  prayer  of  thanks 
to  God,  for  it  is  a  miracle,  indeed  — 
this  Christ  of  Christmas,  whose 
“peace  on  earth”  includes  your  heart, 
even  on  this  first  Christmas  with  one 
missing. 

(Reprinted  from  “The  Last  Word  — 
A  Woman’s  Privilege”  by  ’Wilda  Fan¬ 
cher,  Dec.  24,  1972,  Clarion-Ledger- 
Jackson  Daily  News.) 

Fancher  lives  in  Jackson.  Her  hus¬ 
band  is  a  consultant  with  the 
Evangelism  Department,  MBCB. 


Love  leads  the  way 

On  the  slopes  of  Tajumulco 

By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


Ihjumulco  is  the  highest  volcano  in 
Centrstl  America.  Two  missionary 
couples  have  settled  on  its  slopes  to 
work  with  the  Mam  Indians.  Wendall 
and  Jane  Parker,  in  Guatemala  since 
the  1960s.  moved  a  few  vears  ago  to 
Toninchun.  Before  then  they  worked 
with  K’ekchis  at  Coban.  A  younger 
couple,  Keith  and  Penny  Stamps,  have 
ended  their  first  term  of  service  at  Th- 
jumulco  and  are  on  furlough  now,  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  missionary  residence  of 
Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

The  Parkers,  who  speak  Spanish 
and  K’ekchi  and  are  learning  the 
Mam  language,  are  much  loved  by  the 
many  Guatemalans  who  know  them. 
In  Toninchun,  a  constant  stream  of 
people  come  to  them  for  advice  and 
prayer.  Keith  told  one  writer,  "They’re 
kind  of  esteemed  grandparents.” 

“I  read  that  Mam  is  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  language  in  the  world,”  said 
Keith.  It  is  the  goal  of  these  mis¬ 
sionary  couples  to  help  complete 
the  translation  of  the  New  Testament 
into  the  Mam  language.  That  won’t 
easy,  for  the  Tajumulco  dialect  of  the 
language  has  no  written  form,  no  text; 
books,  not  even  an  alphabet.  Already 
Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  had  told 
them  that  Mam  is  the  most  difficult 
of  the  Mayan  languages. 

Of  six  major  Mam  dialects,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  has  only  been  translated  into  two, 
and  a  little  of  the  New  Testament  in¬ 
to  two  others.  The  Thjumulco  dialect 
has  no  Bible  translation  at  all,  except 
the  few  Bible  stories  Jane  Parker  has 
phrased  in  elementary  Mam. 

For  their  textbook,  the  missionaries 
cse  the  grammar  book  of  another 
Mam  dialect.  They  hire  two  or  three 
villagers  to  help  them  a  couple  of 
times  a  week  and  then  try  to  write 
their  discoveries,  using  a  Wycliffe 
alphabet.  Then  they  practice  when 
they  greet  villagers.  However,  most  of 
their  communication  so  far  with  the 


Our  evangelism  travel  funds 
are  h.»m|)ere<l  or  hel|)ed  by  the 
aiiiuuni  we  receive  from  the 
lx)ttie  Moon  Chi  istmas  Offer¬ 
ing. 


people  has  been  in  basic  Spanish, 
which  most  Mam  men  s[^ak  a  little, 
but  few  Mam  women.  Keith  and  Pen¬ 
ny,  children  of  missonaries,  grew  up 
speaking  Spanish.  He  is  son  of  Stanley 
and  Glenna  Stamps,  now  in  Honduras, 
and  she  is  daughter  of  Ray  and  Betty 
Turner  of  Ecuador. 

Both  couples  are  helping  the  Mam 
Indians  learn  about  faith  rooted  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  are  seeking  to  plant 
churches  among  them. 

As  do  other  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionaries,  they  find 
themselves  dependent  on  the  Lottie 


Moon  Christmas  Offering.  “Many  of 
our  operating  costs  must  come  from 
it,”  Keith  said  —  “our  children’s 
education,  our  salaries  . .  .  .” 

Penny  teaches  their  children, 
Timothy  and  Angela. 

“Our  evangelism  travel  funds  are 
hampered  or  helped  by  the  amount  we 
receive  from  Lottie  Moon,”  Keith  add¬ 
ed.  He  often  drives  over  winding, 
bumpy  roads  to  remote  villages  in  his 
4-wheel  drive  Toyota  to  sho^  movies 
on  the  life  of  Christ,  taking  along  a 
projector,  generator,  and  a  sheet  for 
a  screen.  The  movies  are  in  Spanish. 


“A  new  couple  is  coming  soon  to 
work  with  us.”  Penny  said.  “Gary  and 
Lily  Stone.” 

The  Stones  may  go  farther  up  the 
mountain,  but  their  place  of  service 
will  hinge  on  where  they  will  find  a 
place  to  live.  There’s  no  phone  service 
in  Toninchun  or  Tajumulco.  The 
Parkers  live  in  a  small  adobe  house 
with  no  electricity  except  that 
generated  by  an  auto  battery.  They 
cook  on  two  propane  gas  burners.  The 
Stampses  do  have  electricity  and  an 
oven.  For  recreation,  they  go  hiking. 

The  Lottie  Moon  Offering  will  help 
furnish  a  car  for  the  Stones.  On  those 
rough  roads,  Keith  said,  a  car  won’t 
last  over  seven  or  eight  years. 

The  Stampses  mentioned  several 
prayer  requests.  First,  they  asked 
prayer  for  land  to  build  a  church.  Sun- 
dav  mornings  at  11.  Penny  leads  a  Bi¬ 
ble  study  group  of  children  under  their 
carport.  Since  Sunday  is  Market  Day, 
adults  are  busy  in  the  morning,  but  a 
worship  service  is  held  at  the  Stamps 
home  Sunday  afternoon.  At  the  time 
Penny  is  teaching  the  children,  Keith 
and  Wendall  Parker  take  a  20-minute 
ride  up  the  mountain  to  lead  a  Bible 
study  group  at  a  Mam  home. 

“We  have  reached  the  place  now 
that  we  could  start  up  more  mission 
points  than  we  could  keep  going,”  said 
Keith. 

A  second  prayer  request  is  that 
persecution  of  the  evangelicals  will 
stop.  As  more  people  make  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  attend  the  Bible 
studies,  persecution  keeps  getting 
stronger.  Often  this  is  the  work  of 
animists  who  believe  in  the  spirits  of 
the  old  Mayan  gods  and  sacrifice 
chickens  and  turkeys.  For  instance, 
opium  poppies  were  strewn  on  the 
land  of  Nicholas,  one  of  the  first  con¬ 
verts  in  the  Toninchun  area,  to  make 
it  seem  to  patrolmen  that  he  was 
guilty  of  growing  poppies.  Another 
time,  someone  knockra  a  rock  off  the 
mountainside;  it  narrowly  missed  the 
missionaries’  car. 

A  third  request  asks  prayer  that 
cholera  will  not  spread  widely;  it  has 
already  reached  Guatemala. 

Both  Jane  and  Penny  have  done 
some  work  in  teaching  reading,  using 
Bible  stories  in  Spanish  as  the  text. 
Only  about  50%  of  the  children  go  to 
school.  “Spanish  books  in  the  schools 
are  difficult  for  the  children  whose 
mother  tongue  is  Mam,”  said  Keith. 

Keith  and  Penny  agree,  “TO  watch 
the  people  grow  spiritually  is  gratify¬ 
ing.” 


Special  CP 
study  group 
announced 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Twenty-three 
leaders  from  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  have  been  named 
to  a  special  Cooperative  Program 
study  group  with  a  Jan.  20-21  meeting 
planned,  according  to  David  E. 
Hankins,  chairman  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

Hankins,  pastor  of  TVinity  Church  in 
Lakes  Charles,  La.  appointed  the  in¬ 
dividuals  in  response  to  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee  in  September. 
Hankins  said  the  group  will:  review 
the  history  of  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  analyze  the  nature  of  it  as  it  is 
now  being  interpreted,  and  develop 
proposals  for  the  future  enhancement 
of  the  CP. 

A  larger  convocation  of  SBC  leader¬ 
ship  is  anticipated  for  the  future, 
Hankins  said,  possibly  in  the  spring. 

The  study  group  will  meet  Jan.  20 
at  7  p.m.  and  adjourn  by  9  p.m.  Jan. 
21,  Hankins  said.  The  group  will  meet 
at  a  hotel  near  the  Nashville  airport. 

The  group  includes  state  convention 
executive  directors,  SBC  agency 
representatives  as  well  as  SBC 
presidents,  past  and  present. 

SBC  Executive  Committee 
members  included  are:  Ronnie  W. 
Floyd,  Springdale,  Ark. ;  Joe  B.  War¬ 
wick,  Knoxville,  TOnn. ;  and  Hankins. 

In  addition  to  Morris  Chapman, 
current  SBC  president,  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  former  presidents  included 
are:  W.  Wayne  Dehoney,  Louisville, 
Ky;  James  L.  Sullivan,  Nashville; 
AAian  P.  Rogers,  suburban  Memphis, 
Tenn.;  and  James  T.  Draper, 
Nashville. 

State  convention  executive  directors 
are:  James  N.  Griffith,  Geo^ia; 
Reginald  M.  McDonough,  Virginia; 
William  M.  Pinson  Jr.,  Ttacas;  (jecil  C. 
Sims,  Northwest;  Don  Moore,  Arkan¬ 
sas;  John  Sullivan,  Florida;  Roy  J. 
Smith,  North  Carolina;  and  William 
G.  'TOnner,  Oklahoma. 

Executive  Committee  staff 
members:  Harold  C.  Bennett,  presi¬ 
dent;  Ernest  E.  Mosley,  executive 
vice  president;  Richard  P.  Rosen¬ 
baum  Jr,  vice  president;  and  Mark 
Coppenger,  vice  president. 

Stewardship  Commission  staff :  A. 
R.  Fagan,  president,  and  James  L. 
Powell,  vice  president  for  CP 
promotion. 

Former  state  executive  and  special 
Cooperative  Program  consultant, 
Cecil  Ray,  Georgetown,  Texas,  also 
was  nam^  to  the  group.  He  is  the 
retired  director  of  Uk  denomination’s 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving  emphasis. 


Keith  and  Penny  Stamps  live  on  the  slopes  of  the  long  inactive  volcano,  Tajumulco, 
in  Guatemala.  The  view  above  is  of  the  rear  of  their  house. 


Keith  and  Penny  Stamps  and  their  children,  Timothy  and  Angela,  pose  with  several 
of  the  mission  group  that  meets  in  their  house. 


The  shepherd  and  the  Lamb 
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By  Wina  King  Still 

I  am  one  shepherd  who  saw  the  most  awesome  thing  that  you  could  ever 
imagine!  We  were  all  just  sitting  around  the  fire  one  night  minding  pur  own 
business,  when  this  guy  appears 'dut''6f  nowhere  and  just  hangs  up 'there  in 
the  sky.  I  mean,  we  looked  up  and  this  angel  was  just  floating  around,  scar¬ 
ing  the  sheep  and,  like,  glowing  in  the  dark.  I  don’t  know  what  the  other 
shepherds  did,  but  I  was  scared  to  death  and  I  tried  to  crawl  under  one  of 
those  big  stones  we  were  resting  against.  Man,  my  heart  was  pounding  like 
crazy  and  I  couldn’t  breathe  and  I  couldn’t  scream  —  or  anything!  Then  I 
heard,  “Fear  not,  for  behold  I  bring  you  glorious  news.” 

I  still  couldn’t  look  up,  but  I  listened.  I  listened  to  something  about  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  being  born  in  a  stable  in  Bethlehem.  And  how  a  baby 
would  be  wrapped  up  in  swaddling  clothes  and  lying  in  a  manger.  Well,  I 
figured  I’d  heard  all  I  needed  to  hear,  so  I  stood  up  to  run  into  town  when  the 
whole  sky  just  burst  open  with  all  these  angpls  singing  about  God  and  stuff. 
There  had  to  be  a  million  of  them  all  trying  to  outsing  the  others.  Wow!  What 
a  chorus!  Then  they  just  vanished.  I  mean  “POOF!”  and  they  were  gone. 

I  ran  as  fast  as  I  could  go  to  find  this  whatever  kind  of  baby  they  called 
it.  We  got  a  couple  of  wrong  barns  before  we  came  to  this  old  shed  where  we 
found  these  folks  all  huddled  over  the  manger.  This  real  young  lady  and  this 
real  quiet  man  were  just  sitting  there  looking  at  this  little  tiny  newborn  baby. 

I  can’t  tell  you  exactly  what  happened  then,  but  I  suddenly  found  myself  on 
my  knees  praising  Jehovah  for  this  little  kid.  He  didn’t  have  stars  around  his 
head,  or  anything  like  that,  but  he  was  so  special  that  I  knew  in  my  heart 
that  he  was  different. 

I  don’t  know  why,  but  I  took  the  lamb  I  had  been  carrying  and  held  it  out 
to  him.  I  just  offer^  it  to  him  like  he  would  understand  what  I  meant.  His 
mother  smiled  at  me  and  shook  her  head.  I  guess  they  didn’t  have  a  place 
to  keep  it.  .  . 

Years  later,  when  I  went  to  Jerusalem  for  the  Passover  Feast,  I  heard  some¬ 
one  laugh  and  say  that  they  had  crucified  a  man  called  “The  Lamb  of  God.” 

I  decid^  to  go  past  that  place  called  Golgotha  and  see  for  myself.  When  I 
saw  the  man  on  the  middle  cross,  I  knew  immediately  that  he  was  the  one 
I  had  seen  in  Bethlehem.  This  time  he  looked  at  me,  and  I  understood  the 
offering  that  was  being  made;  The  Shepherd  and  The  Lamb. 

Still  is  a  member  of  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Mendenhall,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  is  pastor. 

©  Copyright,  December,  1990 


“For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ 
the  Lord.”  —  Luke  2:11. 


Analysis:  there’s  nothing  magic  about  promiscuity 


Christmas 
comes  early 
in  Cadiz 

By  Marv  Knox 

CADIZ,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Christmas 
came  to  C!adiz  three  weeks  early  this 
year.  Terry  Anderson,  the  American 
journalist  held  captive  by  pro-Iranian 
Muslims  since  March  16, 1985,  was  set 
free  last  Wednesday,  Dec.  4. 

And  Cadiz,  a  small  west  Kentucky 
lake  town  that  adopted  Anderson’s  two 
sisters  during  the  2,455  days  of  his  cap¬ 
tivity,  cheered  for  joy. 

‘Thank  God  Almighty,  Free  At 
Last!  ”  declared  a  sign  on  the  lawn  of 
Cadiz  Church,  where  his  sisters, 
Peggy  Say  and  Judy  Walker,  now  wor¬ 
ship.  Across  town,  people  began  tak¬ 
ing  down  the  faded  yellow  ribtons  that 
had  reminded  them  of  Anderson’s 
captivity.  They  replaced  them  with 
fresh  ones,  sprucing  up  their  hamlet 
in  anticipation  of  a  pre-Christmas 
“homecoming”  for  their  hero,  who 
never  has  seen  their  town. 

The  next  morning,  television  net¬ 
works  across  the  nation  and  around 
the  world  broadcast  Pastor  Harold 
Skaggs’  words  of  gratitude  for  the  life 
and  freedom  of  'Terry  Anderson.  “It’s 
been  an  extremely  happy  time  and  a 
time  of  rejoicing  for  all  of  us  here,” 
Skaggs  told  the  Western  Recorder  the 
day  following  Anderson’s  release. 
“We’ve  been  so  caught  up  in  this 
tragedy;  a  great  burden  has  been 
lift^  off  our  shoulders.” 


Cadiz  Baptists  don’t  expect  the 
most  famous  member  of  the  Ander¬ 
son  clan  to  join  their  church.  “Peggy 
has  said  she  understands  'Terry  has 
had  a  renewing  of  his  faith  in  the 
Catholic  tradition,”  Skaggs  said. 
“We’ve  heard  stories  of  his  weaving  a 
crucifix  out  of  the  mat  on  his  floor.” 

Knox  is  editor  of  WESTERN 
RECORDER,  Kentucky. 
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HMB  elects  director,  black  church  extension 


Bv  Sarah  Zimmerman 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Willie  T.  McPherson  began  working  for  the  Board  to  enter  private  practice. 
McPherson  of  Atlanta  was  Home  Mission  Board  as  a  national  Other  action  taken  by  the  executive 
unanimously  elected  director  of  the  consultant  in  1984.  The  Mississippi  committee  elected  four  people  to  posi- 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  native  is  a  graduate  of  Clalifomia  Bap-  tions  in  the  recently  re-organized 
Board’s  black  church  extension  divi-  tist  College  and  Golden  Gate  church  loans  division.  They  include 
sion  by  the  trustees’  executive  Seminary.  He  has  served  as  a  youth  Mike  Amott,  director  of  financial  ser- 
committee.  director,  pastor,  and  home  missionary,  vices ;  John  Adair,  loan  officer ;  Reba 

Executive  committee  members  Elect^  director  of  counseling  ser-  Driver,  associate  director  of  loan  ad- 
also  unanimously  elected  five  people  vices  was  James  Richard  Houston.  ministration;andSusanJones,finan- 
to  other  posts  during  their  December  The  Florida  native  succeeds  Dick  cial  analyst, 
meeting.  Reasoner  who  left  the  Home  Mission  Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


From 


(Please  Print) 


Address 


Enclosed  is  a  check  for  $7.35 

Mail  to  Circulation,  Baptist  Record,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 
Check  here  if  you  want  future  renewal  notices  to  come  to  you. 


Thursday.  December  19,  1991 


PAGE  *  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Staff  changes 


Beginning  January  20,  two  courses  director, 
will  be  offered  in  the  Fine  Arts  In  response  to  a  request  from  the 
Building  at  Clarke  College  as  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  New 
seminary  extension.  From  2-6  p.m.  on  Orleans  Seminary  reactivated  its 
Mondays,  “Worship  Leadership”  will  School  of  Christian  Training  in  1976. 
be  taught  by  Jim  Futral,  pastor  of  The  purpose  from  its  beginning  has 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  Hueston  been  to  provide  theological  education 
Adkins,  pastor  of  Woodville  Heights  for  pastors  and  other  staff  members 
Church,  Jackson,  will  teach  “Continu-  25  years  of  age  or  older  with  a  high 
ing  Witness  Training  —  Field  Educa-  school  diploma  but  who  do  not  hold  a 
tion”  6-10  p.m.  on  Mondays.  baccalaureate  degree.  The  associate 

Any  qualified  student  may  enroll  on  degree  is  fully  accredited  by  the 
the  first  day  of  class.  Registration  wiU  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
be  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building  at  Clarke  Schools.  The  purpose  of  the  Clarke 
College  at  2  p.m.  The  matriculation  Center  meeting  at  Clarke  College  in 
fee  is  $112.50  per  course.  For  informa-  Newton,  Mississippi,  is  to  make  quali- 
tion,  contact  Fuller  B.  Saunders  at  ty,  accredited  theological  education 
601-957-2670  or  the  School  of  Christian  available  to  pastors,  staff  members. 
Training  office  at  New  Orleans  at  and  interested  lay  leaders  in  central 
1-800-662-8701  or  Jimmy  Dukes,  Mississippi. 


ew  pastor  of  Lowell  D.  Ingram  has  been  called  as 
mla.  He  has  pastor  for  Strong  Hope  Church, 
rch,  Quitman,  Copiah  Association.  He  recently 
February  of  received  his  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Yancey  is  a  Seminary  and  goes  to  Strong  Hope 
late  of  Blue  from  Providence  Church,  Meadville. 
itain  College,  i  i  ^ 

earned  the  Ralph  GraVCS 
er  of  divinity  ^  r 

doctor  of  yf{\\  retire 

(try  degrees 

New  (gleans  from  pastorate 

nary.  He  has  r 

Ralph  Graves,  who  served  as  pastor 
Mississippi  jjf  Calvary  Church,  Ellisville,  for 
St  Convmion  almost  12  years,  has  announced  his 
as  served  as  retirement  as  of  Dec.  29.  He  was  or- 
cnairman  ol  Gained  by  Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  and  is  a  graduate  of  New 
Rankin  Coun-  Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  the  former 
McCaffery  as  pastor  of  the  Highland  Church, 
music,  effec-  Laurel.  He  also  served  churches  in 
Lincoln  Coun-  Georgia  and  Mississippi,  and  as  an  in- 
ississippi  Col-  dustrial  chaplain  with  R.  G. 
ending  the  ex-  LeTourneau  Corporation. 

.,ew  Orleans  Graves  will  continue  to  live  in 
Seminary  on  the  campus  of  Mississip-  Laurel,  and  will  be  available  for  pulpit 
pi  College.  His  previous  place  of  ser-  supply  and  interim  work.  His  phone 
vice  was  Union  Church.  Brookhaven.  number  is  (601)  428-4742. 


Yancey 


names  in  the  news 


Book 

reviews 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Gary  W.  Ken,  Eleana,  and  Becky  Cooley  are 
Cook,  vice  president  for  church  pro-  giving  a  reception  honoring  Mr.  and 
grams  and  services  at  the  Baptist  Mrs.  Henning  Andrews  on  the  occa- 
Sunday  School  Board,  has  resign^  ef-  sion  of  their  50th  wedding  anniver- 
fective  Jan.  1  to  accept  the  pastorate  sary,  Dec.  28,  from  2-4  p.m.  at  the 
of  the  6,600-member  First  Church  of  Family  Life  Center  of  First  Church  of 
Lawton  Okla.  Houlka. 

Highland  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  .N.ASHV  ILLK  —  James  Lack^v  s 
honored  Vann  Windom  with  an  Ap-  career  as  a  Southern  Baptist  leader 
preciation  Night  on  Nov.  3.  Among  the  accepting 

guests  were  Windom ’s  mother,  Mrs.  challenges  and  trying  to  do  the  im- 
Lavinia  Windom,  and  his  grand-  possible.  Not  niany  people  can  fault 
mother,  Mrs.  Jeffie  Windom.  ^mmy  short  of  doing  the  im- 

Courtney,  chairman  of  deacons,  possible,  he  said  as  he  reflected  on 
presented  him  with  a  love  offering  career  in  Baptist  denominational 
from  the  church.  Following  the  sup-  work  that  has  spann^  four  d^ades. 
per  100  helium  filled  balloons,  each  lackey  will  retire  Feb.  1,  1^2.  as 
containing  a  message,  and  the  church  dirwtor  of  the  Sundaj^chool  Growth 
name  and  address  were  released  as  Adrnmistration  Depar^ent  at 
a  further  witness  for  Highland  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist 
conservative  leader  Paige  Patterson 
has  declined  an  offer  to  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Liberty  University’s  seminary 
in  Lynchburg,  Va.  “All  of  my  life  1  have 
worked  within  the  context  of  Southern 
Baptist  people,”  Patterson  said  in  a 
Dec.  11  release  from  Criswell  College 
in  Dallas.  “With  all  of  their  many  vir¬ 
tues  and  whatever  weaknesses  there 
are.  Southern  Baptists  remain  my 
people.  To  the  best  of  my  ability  to 
determine  God’s  will  for  my  life,  I 
believe  that  I  should  remain  and  work 
within  our  Southern  Baptist  Zion.” 
Patterson  currently  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


William  Carey  College  tennis 
f  I  V>  C/C/  players  are  ranked  in  the  men’s  NAIA 

pre-season  poll.  Marco  Zannoni,  a 
Jeffrey  and  Shiela  Parker,  mis-  junior  from  Switzerland,  is  ranked  14 
sionaries  to  Zimbabwe,  have  arrived  and  Eddie  Brown,  a  senior  from  Hat- 
on  the  field  to  begin  their  first  term  tiesburg,  is  ranked  30.  The  William 
of  service  (address:  Box  6.57,  Gweru.  Carey  men’s  tennis  team  has  a  pre- 
Zimbabwe).  He  was  born  in  Niagara  season  ranking  of  8  in  the  national 
Falls,  N  Y,  and  also  lived  in  Yazoo  Ci-  poll.  The  William  Carey  baseball 
ty.  She  is  the  former  Shiela  Tucker  of  team  is  ranked  in  the  top  30  in  the  1992 
Canton.  NAIA  pre-season  poll. 


POND  SIXICKERS,  albino,  blue/ 
channel  catfish,  bream,  grass 
carp;  phone  (601)  267-9859. 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Tom  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  ( In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efficient/friendly  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  plans 
for  vour  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  vour  travel  arrangements  6r 
provioe  only  transporution.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-8266849,  or  out  of 
state  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  2554, 
Laurel,  MS  39i^  „ . . 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Convention  of  N.C.  seeks 
director  for  Baptist  men 


for  missions  both  within  and  outside 
of  North  Carolina. 

Recommendations  along  with  a 
resume  should  be  address^  to  Bap¬ 
tist  Men’s  Search  Committee,  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Men,  Baptist 
Building,  P.  0.  Box  1107,  Cary,  N.C., 
27512-1107. 


The  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  is  seeking  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  for  North 
.Carolina  Baptist  Men.  The  search 
committee  is  seeking  a  leader  who 
has  administrative  abilities,  interper¬ 
sonal  relationship  skills,  is  a  good 
communicator,  and  exhibits  a  vision 


Zachary,  executive  director,  (ireater  JacKson  District.  American 
Cancer  Society;  Lu  Harding,  MBMC  assistant  executive  direc¬ 
tor;  Pam  Dotson,  vice-president  for  programs.  Miss.  Division, 
American  Cancer  Society;  Gerry  Houston,  oncologist;  Dawn 
McGinnis,  MBMC  nursing  director;  Dean  Archer,  president, 
MBMC  auxiliary;  Pat  Dawson,  president-elect,  MBMC  auxiliary; 
and  Ryan  Palmer,  executive  vice-president  for  the  Miss.  Divi¬ 
sion,  American  Cancer  Society. 

The  Center  For  Evangelism  and 

■  Church  Growth  workshops  will  be 
held  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  The 
large  church  workshop  (200  or  more 
in  Sunday  School)  will  be  Jan.  13-15, 
and  smaUer  churches.  Jan.  16-18.  Call 
(504)  282^455  for  more  information  or 
registration  and  housing. 


Baptist  Medical  Center’s 


Working  to  help  Mississippi 

cancer  patients  “look  good,  feel  better"  is  a  committee  of  in¬ 
dividuals  from  MBMC,  the  Mississippi  Cancer  Society,  and  the 
Mississippi  Board  of  Cosmetology.  Based  on  the  philosophy 
that  if  you  look  good,  you  feel  better,  the  committee  is  work¬ 
ing  toward  initiating  a  program  called  “Look  Good,  Feel  Bet¬ 
ter"  in  January  to  help  cancer  patients  learn  how  to  do  such 
self-improvements  as  style  their  hair,  apply  make-up,  and  dress 
to  enhance  their  outlooks.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Rocky 


HAROLD  DYE,  AUTHOR,  DIES  IS  CALIFORMA:  CAMPBELL,  Calif. 
(BP)  —  Harold  Dye,  California  pastor  and  writer  for  Open  Windows,  died  Nov. 
20  of  a  ruptured  aneurysm.  He  was  84.  Dye  was  editor  of  The  Baptist  Sew 
Mexican,  journal  of  the  New  Mexico  Baptist  Convention,  for  two  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ina  Pearl,  and  four  children. 


SECOND  POLISH  CHRISTIAN  PUBLISHING  FAIR  ANNOUNCED:  WAR¬ 
SAW,  POLAND  —  The  Second  International  Christian  Publishing  Fair  will 
take  place  here  Feb.  27-29,  1992.  The  fair  will  be  sponsored  by  Laymen  Mis¬ 
sion  Foundation,  an  independent  Christian  mission.  Polish  Baptiste  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  be  present,  according  to  Konstanty  Wiazowski,  recently  reconfirmed 
president  of  the  Polish  Baptist  Union.  “It  would  be  wise  to  participate  and 
to  be  there.  For  a  long  time  the  Laymen  Mission  Foundation  operated  in  secret. 
Now  they  are  registered,”  said  Wiazowski. 

The  first  ICPF  took  place  in  Warsaw  June  13-15,  1991,  at  the  Warsaw  Holi¬ 
day  Inn.  It  was  considered  the  first  in  history,  according  to  organizers.  The 
fair  included  17  publishing  houses  from  Denmark,  Hungary,  Poland,  Scotland, 
Sweden,  and  the  USA.  More  than  500  titles  in  nine  languages  were  presented 
and  53  publishing  contracts  were  signed. 


RAs  and  GAs  of  New  Hope  Church,  Lawrence  Association  were  recognized  Nov. 
13  for  their  achievements  during  the  past  year.  Pictured,  first  row,  are  Jessica  Lofton, 
Rebecca  Taylor,  Leslie  Hill.  Alicia  Magee;  second  row,  Jason  Pevey.  Hugh  Watts. 
Keisha  Cox,  Brittney  Cox;  third  row,  Nathan  Watts,  Matt  Pevey,  Luke  Thames,  Joshua 
Taylor;  fourth  row,  Brarxli  Lambert,  Robin  Lofton,  RA  leader,  and  Shelia  Hill,  GA  leader. 
Robert  Paul  is  pastor. 


-t  Christmas  eve  special  abc  features  fort  lauderdale 

V.  /  CHOIR :  FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  "Night  of  Nights,"  a  one-hour  special 

produced  by  the  First  Church  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  in  association  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Commission,  will  air  on  ABC  televi- 
sion  Christmas  Eve,  according  to  RTVC  Vice  President  Bob  Thornton.  ABC, 
which  has  scheduled  "Night  of  Nights"  for  midnight  Eastern  and  midnight 
Pacific  times,  will  also  provide  the  program  for  United  States  Armed  Forces 
Radio  and  Television,  said  Thornton,  making  this  "possibly  the  largest  au- 
Pictured  members  of  the  Baptist  Stu-  dicnce  ever  to  view  a  Radio  and  Television  Commission  program." 
dent  Union  Council  at  Clarke  College  for 
the  1991-92  school  year,  front  to  back,  are 

Lawrence  White,  director;  Shellie  OKLAHOMA.  INDIANA  REACH  AGREEMENT  OF  COOPERATION: 
Douglas,  Newton;  Travis  May,  Magee;  OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)-Southern  Baptiste  in  Oklahoma  and  Indiana  have 
Bobby  Utxlerhill,  ^urgis;  and  David  Thur-  approved  an  “agreement  of  cooperation”  that  will  informally  link  the  two  state 
man,  Bangladesh.  The  council  is  respon-  conventions  in  missions  and  ministry  activities.  The  agreement  was 
sible  for  planning  and  coordinating  al|  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Oklahoma  board 
BSU  activities  on  campus  and  special  of  directors  Dec.  10,  following  the  unanimous  adoption  by  the  executive  board 
state  and  local  meetings  with  the  BSU’ers.  of  the  State  Convention  of  Baptiste  in  Indiana  Nov.  20.  While  it  does  not  in¬ 
volve  financial  resources,  the  agreement  opens  the  door  for  sharing  human 
resources  and  skills  at  both  the  associational  and  state  convention  levels.  A 
second  recommendation  passed  by  the  BGCO  board  will  allow  Indiana  church¬ 
es  to  attend  one  week  of  Falls  Creek  Baptist  Assembly  in  Davis,  Okla.  Falls 
Creek  is  the  largest  Baptist  youth  encampment  in  the  world. 


The  choir  of  Terry  Road  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  Christmas 
music  on  Dec.  22  in  the  evening  ser¬ 
vice.  The  featured  soloists  will  be 
Rexie  Mann,  James  Netherland,  mu¬ 
sic  director,  and  a  trio  of  Paul  Lott, 
Netherland,  and  Alvin  Sandifer. 
Henry  J.  Bennett  is  pastor. 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Clarke  County,  had  a  note  burning  for  the  church  on 
Nov.  24.  Pictured  to  the  left  is  Henry  Hearn;  (right)  Cecil  Brock,  Billy  Whitaker, 
and  George  Tillman, 

“Supermarket  Adventures  for  Castlewoods  Church,  Brandon,  has 
Teens,"  is  a  tour  of  a  local  super-  been  recognized  by  the  Sunday  School 
market  led  by  a  Mississippi  Baptist  Department  of  the  Mississi]^  Baptist 
Medical  Center  register  dietitian.  ITie  Convention  Board  for  achieving  the 
dietitian  teaches  teenagers  about  highest  percentage  increase  (63%)  in 
items  they  can  prepare  in  the  Sunday  School  enrollment  among  all 
microwave  and  about  healthy  snack  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  Rankin 
foods.  “Supermarket  Adventures  for  (bounty  during  the  1990-91  church  year. 
Ihens”  will  be  offered  Mississippi  With  this  growth  Castlewoods  Church 
Baptist  Medical  Center  on  Dec.  30  at  has  mov^  from  the  small  church 
9  a.m.  and  again  at  1  pun.  Call  966-1039  category  to  a  medium-size  church  ac- 
for  more  inrormation.  cording  to  SBC  designations.  Larry 

McDonald  is  pastor. 


Gum  Grove  Church,  Brookhaven, 
will  present  a  Christmas  musical 

of 

C^luistmas”  on  Dec.  22  at  6  p.m.  The 
musical  under  the  direction  of  Roy 
Dixon,  minister  of  music,  and  sung 
the  sanctuary  choir,  is  comp<»ed 
Dave  and  Jan  Williamson.  Disciple- 
ship  Training  will  be  at  5  A 
fellowship  will  be  held  after  the  ser- 

v,c.S.mmyJ  McDo«,ldispasU.  donafeS 

$20,000  to  hospital 

MBMC's  auxiliary  presented  MBMC 
with  a  $20, (XX)  check  to  be  used  to  pur- 


RELOCATING? 

NOROAM 

Van  Lines  Inc. 

THE  GREATEST  NAME  IN  MOfING! 


Leaf  River  Church,  Smith  County, 
will  have  its  Christmas  cantata  and 
piano  recital  on  Dec.  22  at  7  p.m. 
Music  director  is  Hick  Bassett  and  the 
pastor  is  Anthony  Chuter. 


chase  the  furnishings  for  the  newly 


^  i.  j  ..Q  D  renovated  Intensive  Care  and  Coronary 

J?*"??.!  Care  waiting  rooms.  Each  year  the  aux- 

(Petie)  Neely  Jr.  Approc.atK)n  Day  on  Oct.  27.  Hen^  Kirk  (left),  .  ^  ^3^^.  volunteers, 

Chairman  of  deacOT^is  pwtured  presenbng  a  plaque  com-  ^ 

memorating  Neely  s  25  years  as  minister  cX  music.  Neely  c^  ^ 

tinues  to  serve  in  various  positions  in  the  church  and  the  designated  projects.  Pictured  are  Pat 
association,  as  he  has  for  over  42  years.  Tim  Crosby  is  pastor.  i«ft  auxiliarv  oresident-elect. 
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History,  heritage  affirm  the  birth  of  the  King,  Jesus 


Why  did  the  writer  of  the  gospel  think  it  im-  tatives  of  the  great  truth  that  outside  the  limits 
portant  enough  to  open  his  narrative  with  this  of  the  people  of  revelation  God  moved  on  h^rts 
geneology?  The  answ’er  lies  in  two  considera-  and  1^  seeking  souls  to  the  light  in  various 
ions.  The  ruling  idea  of  the  whole  gospel  is  that  manners, 

Jesus  is  the  promised  Jewish  Messiah,  David’s  III.  Hostility  against  the  King  <2: 13-18). 
son  and  Israel’s  king,  and  the  characteristic  an-  Delitzsch,  in  his  New  Investigations  Into  the 
cient  idea  that  the  full  rights  of  sonship  were  Origin  and  Plan  of  the  Canonical  Gospels,  tries 
given  by  adoption  as  completely  as  by  actual  to  show  that  Matthew  is  constructed  on  the  plan 
descent.  As  far  as  the  divine  heredity  goes,  it  of  the  Pentateuch.  The  analogy  is  somewhat 
is  clearly  stated  in  the  Word  of  God  that  Christ  strained,  but  there  are  some  striking  points  of 
was  conceived  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  born  of  correspondence.  He  regards  Matthew  1 
the  Virgin  Mary.  The  idea  that  the  word  through  2: 15  as  answering  to  Genesis.  It  begins 
“virgin”  could  have  meant  a  young  woman  and  with  the  genesis  of  Jesus  and,  as  the  Old  Testa- 
not  a  virgin  at  all  is  completely  ment  book  ends  with  the  migration  of  Israel  to 
unsubstantiated.  Egypt,  so  this  section  of  the  gospel  ends  with 

II.  The  homage  to  the  King  (2:1-12).  There  the  flight  of  the  holy  family  to  the  same  land, 
is  something  extremely  striking  and  Without  supposing  that  the  evangelist  molded 
stimulating  to  the  imagination  in  the  vagueness  his  gospel  on  the  plan  of  the  Pentateuch,  we 
of  the  description  of  these  Eastern  pilgrims,  the  cannot  help  but  see  that  there  is  a  real  parallel 
ones  who  came  from  the  East  to  Jerusalem  in  between  the  beginnings  of  the  national  life  of 
search  bfthe  Baby.  Where  exactly  did  they  -Israel  and  the  commencement  of  the  life  of 
come  from?  How  long  had  they  been  traveling?  Christ. 

How  many  were  there  exactly?  We  see  here  A  person  is  identified  not  only  by  his  friends 
heathen  wisdom  led  to  God  to  the  cradle  of  but  also  by  his  enemies.  Herod  pretended  that 
Christ.  It  is  futile  to  attempt  to  determine  very  he  wanted  to  worship  the  newborn  king  when 
much  about  these  men.  Possibly  they  were  Per-  in  reality  he  wanted  to  destroy  him .  God  warn- 
sian  magi  whose  astronomy  was  half  astrology,  ed  Joseph  to  take  Mary  and  flee  to  Egypt. 

The  great  lesson  they  teach  remains  the  Herod’s  fierce  rage,  inflamed  by  the  suspi- 
same.  The  sign  in  the  heavens  and  its  explana-  cion  that  those  wily  easterners  had  gone  away 
tion  were  both  of  God.  They  stand  as  represen-  laughing  in  their  sleeves  at  having  tricked  him. 


is  in  full  accord  with  all  that  we  know  of  him. 
Some  critics  find  the  story  of  the  massacre  of 
the  infants  “unhistorical”  because  Josephus 
d(^  not  mention  it.  One  would  certainly  not  be 
willing  to  commit  himself  to  the  extraordinarj' 
assumption  that  nothing  is  to  be  telieved  out¬ 
side  the  pages  of  Josephus.  There  was  indeed 
great  hostility  against  the  infant  King,  Jesus. 

IV.  The  humility  of  the  King  (2:19-23).  This 
whole  episode  is  a  good  example  of  how  God 
leads  his  children.  Joseph  is  a  clear  picture  of 
submission  and  an  example  of  its  rewards. 

Apparently  Joseph’s  intention  was  to  return 
to  Bethlehem.  He  may  have  thought  that 
Nazareth  would  scarcely  satisfy  the  angel’s  in¬ 
junction  to  go  to  the  land  of  Israel  or  that 
David’s  city  was  the  right  home  for  David’s 
heir.  After  many  wanderings  and  with  such 
strange  new  experience  and  thoughts,  the 
silent,  steadfast  Joseph  and  the  meek  mother 
bring  back  their  mysterious  charge  in  secret 
to  the  humble  old  home.  So  Jesus,  the  Son  of 
God,  grew  up  in  Nazareth  and  was  identified 
with  that  city.  Whoever  heard  of  a  king  being 
born  in  an  humble  village  and  growing  up  in 
a  despised  city?  The  humility  of  Uie  King  is  cer¬ 
tainly  something  to  admire  and  imitate. 

Make  sure  that  this  Christmas  you  are 
prepared  to  meet  your  King. 

Turner  is  pastor.  Parkway  Church,  Natchez. 


Randy  W.  Turner 
Matthew  1  and  2 

Meet  Your  King  is  an  appealing  invitation  as 
well  as  an  attractive  book  title.  Warren 
Wiersbe  entitled  his  commentary  on  the  book 
of  Matthew  Meet  Your  King  with  the  subtitle 
Discover  the  Excitement  of  Knowing  the  King 
of  Glory.  Wiersbe’s  commentary  provides  a 
wonderful  outline  of  the  first  and  second 
chapters  of  the  book  of. Matthew.  ^ 

Matthew  opened  his  book  with  a  careful  ac¬ 
count  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  events 
that  accomanied  it.  He  presented  four  facts 
about  the  King. 

I.  The  heredity  of  the  King  (1:1-25).  Since 
royalty  depends  on  heredity,  it  was  important 
for  Jesus  to  establish  his  rights  to  David’s 
throne.  Matthew  gave  His  human  heredity  in 
verses  1-17  as  well  as  His  divine  heredity  in 
verses  18-25. 


oice  in 


promises 


intensely  for  (5od  to  give  her  a  son.  She  had  felt 
empty  before  God  and  her  husband.  But  God 
heard  her  prayer  and  gave  her  a  son.  She 
U  N  I  F  R  dedicated  that  son  to  the  Lord  for  his  glory.  Now 

she  was  full  of  praise  to  God  for  this  son.  She 
lifted  her  voice  in  praise,  ‘There  is  none  as  ho¬ 
ly  as  the  Lord,  there  is  none  beside  thee:  neither 
is  there  any  rock  like  our  God  ...  the  Lord  is 
a  God  of  knowledge”  (vv.  2-3).  Hannah  was 
Ciely  D.  Young  caught  up  with  joy  in  the  blessings  of  God. 

•  r  I  I  .  Rejoice  ih  God's  holiness  (Luke  1:46-49). 

thl  “Magnificat”  of  Mary  here  in  Luke’s 

^  bn^  gospel  is  patterned  after  Hannah’s  prayer  in  I 

o^hold.  This  IS  especial-  Samuel.  “My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord  . . . 

rejoiced  in  God  ...  for  that  he  is 
mighty  holy  is  his  name”  (w.  46-49).  Mary 
^  rejoicing  because  God  has  chosen  her,  a  lowly 
^  handmaiden  to  give  birth  to  the  Son  of  Goa. 

n  of  God.  The  Im^t,  i^n  Mary  is  caught  in  the  awe  of  the  moment  and 
ten  was  expected  . . .  RE-  filled  with  praise  to  her  God. 

ilio  .K  I  ^  .  As  we  approach  this  holy  season  celebrating 

mgs  of  the  Lord  ( I  Samuel  bj^th  of  our  Lord,  let  us  also  recognize  that 

,,  u  our  holy,  perfect,  almighty  God  revealed 
with  completely  in  a  fashion  that  every  per¬ 


son,  regardless  of  their  estate,  can  relate  to.  Ho¬ 
ly  and  wonderful  is  he. 

Rejoice  in  God's  mercy  (Luke  1:50). 

“His  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  him  from 
generation  to  generation”  (v.  50).  Mary  reflects 
back  on  the  Psalms  to  proclaim  God’s 
everlasting  mercy.  The  world  deserved  judg¬ 
ment,  but  God  sent  his  Son.  God  was  taking 
care  of  man’s  mistakes,  past,  present,  and 
future.  This  mercy  is  available  to  those  who 
reverence  him,  to  those  who  recognize  his 
holiness  in  sacrificial  atonement  for  their 
sinfulness. 

Rejoice  in  God’s  strength  (Luke  1:51-53). 

“(3od  hath  showed  his  strength  . . .  hath  scat¬ 
tered  the  proud  ...  hath  put  down  the 
mighty  .  .  .  exalted  them  of  low  degree  . . .  hath 
filled  the  hungry  ...  the  rich  he  hath  sent  emp¬ 
ty”  (vv.  51-53).  Mary  relates  that  God  had  put 
things  back  in  proper  perspective.  It  would  no 
longer  be  man’s  power  and  politics,  but  God’s 
plan  and  perfect  that  would  determine  man’s 
present  condition  and  ultimate  destination. 

The  world’s  leaders  were  looking  for  a  king. 


but  they  wanted  him  on  their  terms.  The  King 
of  Kings  was  coming,  but  the  manner  of  his 
coming  and  the  purpose  of  his  mission  would 
confuse  the  theologians,  yet  provide  hope  and 
help  to  those  in  deepest  need. 

Rejoice  in  God’s  help  (Luke  1:54-55). 

“He  has  given  help  to  his  servant  Israel,  in 
remembrance  of  his  mercy”  (v.  54).  God  made 
a  covenant  promise  to  Israel  through  Abraham. 
That  covenant  was  extended  through 
Abraham’s  descendants  and  fulfilled  in  the 
birth  of  the  Christ  child.  God  was  faithful  to  his 
promise.  Mary  relates  that  this  covenant  pro¬ 
mise  extends  to  every  generation  to  come. 

God  is  always  faithful  to  his  promises.  That 
promise  of  a  Savior  was  completed  when  Christ 
paid  the  pri(»  of  our  sin  with  his  life  given  will¬ 
ingly  and  sacrificially  on  the  cross  as  payment 
in  full  for  our  sins.  His  victory  over  death  on 
resurrection  morning  secured  that  gift  of  life 
for  all  who  place  their  faith  in  him. 

“O  come  let  us  adore  him,  O  come  let  us 
adore  him,  Christ  the  Lord.” 

Young  is  pastor.  First,  Greenville. 


The  king  has  already  arrived  through  the  manger  birth 


give  you  rest.”  God  helps  us  to  hear  that,  even  we  are  walking  also  with  God.  May  we  continue 

to  experience  the  nature  of  Christ  by  allowing 
W.  The  nature  of  Jesus  (vv.  22-23).  the  Emmanuel  factor  to  reign  over  us. 

Tto  very  essence  of  Christ  is  God.  My  pastor  As  I  conclude  these  six  months  of  lessons,  I 
used  to  say,  “If  you  want  to  know  what  God  is  waRt  to  thank  Don  McGregor  and  Guy  Hender- 
like,  look  at  Jesus.”  I  like  that,  I  know  that  it  son  for  extending  the  invitation  to  be  a  part  of 
is  a  true  statement.  The  very  name  used  to  The  Baptist  Record.  Also,  many  thanks  to  my 
characterize  Christ,  Emmanuel,  reminds  us  secretary,  Mrs.  Lydia  Fraley,  for  her  time  in  the 
that  (Jod  is  with  us.  The  nature  of  Christ  is  the  typing  of  the  lessons.  Merry  (Christmas! 
presence  of  God.  When  we  “walk  with  the  LmxI,”  Dobson  is  pastor,  Collins  Church,  Collins. 


our  own  family,  we  are  often  surprised  at  some 
of  its  members.  Perhaps  with  the  family  tree 
of  Christ.  I  have  always  been  amazed  that  some 
less  than  perfect  individuals  hold  memberships 
in  the  line  of  Christ.  It  just  goes  to  show  that 
there  really  is  room  for  all  in  the  family  of  God. 

II,  The  conception  of  Jesus  (vv.  18-20). 

No  other  word  can  properly  catch  the  amaze¬ 
ment  of  the  conception  of  Christ  other  than 
miraculous.  It  was  indeed  the  Miraculous  Con¬ 
ception.  When  one  ponders  the  fact  that  Jesus 
was  conceived  in  the  womb  of  a  virgin  mother 
by  the  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  can  hardly 
believe  it.  However,  faith  is  a  wonderful  thing 
Faith  allows  us  to  believe  the  unbelievable,  at¬ 
tempt  the  impossible,  and  achieve  the 
unattainable. 

Today,  let’s  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
same  power  that  impregnated  Mary  empowers 
us  to  do  the  will  and  purpose  of  God. 

III.  The  purpose  of  Jesus  (v.  21). 

I  enjoy  reading  Matthew’s  account  of  the  life 
of  Jesus :  he  is  so  very  concise  and  clear.  In  1 : 21, 
he  tells  us  in  simple  terms  why  Christ  came! 
He  came  to  save  us  from  our  sins.  No  kidding! 
He  really  did.  He  did  not  come  to  punish.  He 
did  not  come  to  judge.  He  did  not  come  to  harm. 
He  came  to  save.  He  came  to  heal. 

This  Christmas  season,  try  to  remember  that 
when  the  world  was  “long  in  error  pining,” 
Jesus  came  to  say,  “I  care.”  He  came  to  say, 
“Come  to  me  all  who  are  burdened,  and  I  will 


AND 

WORK 


Don  Dobson 
Matthew  1:1,  lg-25 

One  of  the  most  stirring  songs  to  my  soul  is 
The  King  Is  Coming.  I  will  never  forget  hear¬ 
ing  James  Hayes  of  Hattiesburg  singing  it  at 
the  funeral  of  a  dear  friend.  The  song  em¬ 
phasizes  the  fact  that  Jesus  will  one  day  come 
back  to  earth  to  claim  his  people.  It  also 
stresses  the  Lordship  of  Christ. 

Just  as  the  song  creates  excitement  of  an¬ 
ticipation,  Christians  the  world  over  should 
show  excitement  based  on  Jesus’  previous  ar¬ 
rival.  We  must  underetand  that  the  King  is  not 
only  coming,  the  King  has  already  arrived 
’-hrough  the  wonderful  birth  of  the  manger. 

Our  lesson  this  week  focuses  upon  the  divine 
Messiah-King  who  came  to  earth  as  a  human 
to  save  us  from  our  sins.  As  we  look  at  Matthew 
1,  we  notice  .  .  . 

I.  The  family  tree  of  Jesus  (v.  1). 

Matthw  reminds  the  readers  that  Christ  is 
the  Me^iah  and  is  directly  descended  from  the 
royal  line  of  David,  and  from  the  patriarch 
Abraham.  He  rightly  points  to  the  kingly  and 


Liaison  Committee  meets 

The  Directors  of  Missions  Liaison  Committee  met  recently  at  the  Baptist  Building. 
Members  shown  are,  left  to  right,  front  row;  Ed  Gandy,  Alcorn  Association,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Ernest  Sadler,  Jackson  Association,  presidem;  Howard  Smith,  Warren-Yazoo 
Association.  secretaryAreasurer;  back  row,  Joe  Abel,  Leake  Association;  Archie  Herrin 
TriCounty  (Lawrence,  Marion,  WaHhall)  Association;  Bill  Smith,  Lee  Association-  and 


Mrs.  Haiel  .^mackrT 
Mrs.  Anna  Holdin 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Hiram  B. 
Stanford  k  Family 
Mr.  Sid  .\rmstrong 
FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mr.  I.anr  Ballard 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Bill  Duncan 
C'harlrs  Douglas  Barnrs 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Charles  Ziek 
Mrs.  Hattie  Baxter 
Georgia  Clarke 
Bill  'Hirner 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Wicks 
Joiinnvr  Bess 

Mr.  &  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 
.Mr.  Frank  Birdsong 
Mrs.  Minnie  Gossett 
.Mrs.  .Alma  Blankenship 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Dan  W 
Southerland  Jr 
William  Keith  Booth 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Haughey  D 
Wallace  Jr 

Mr  &  Mrs.  James  W.  Weeks 


FIRST  FAMILY 
DONORS 


fts  in  before 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mr.  Hester  Wells 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Fulce 
•Mrs.  Vivian  H.  West 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Bob  Stephenson 
Mr.  .Albert  P.  White 
Mrs.  Bertha  G.  Matthews 
Mr.  Jim  White 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Ray  Westerfield 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Billy  Owen 
Colonel  J.  B.  Whitehead 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  K.  Cochran 


December  31 


Thank  You 


Miss  Lacy  Smith 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones 
Mr.  Grover  Smith 
Mrs.  F.  W  Dean 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Thebodeaux 
Mr.  M.  Ross  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  H.  Merrell,  Sr 
Mrs.  Halite  Smith 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones  & 
Family 

Mrs.  Mildred  Smith 
Dr.  Jack  Causey 
Sherri  Lynn  Smith 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr.  & 
David 

Mrs.  Buena  Staten 
Mrs.  Spencer  Hall 
Mrs.  Inez  K  Stegall 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  F. 

Evans 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr  &  Mrs.  W.  F.  Perry  & 
Jana 

Mr.  Earl  Stevens 
Dr  k  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
.Alexander  Stewart 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Fortenberry 
Mr.  Phil  Stewart 
Mrs.  Joetta  Tillman 
Mr.  Hollie  Stringer 
Willow  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Esther  Strong 
Mr,  k  Mrs.  W  K  Riggin 
Mr.  Hugh  .Allen  Sturdivant 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wallac  Hillhouse 
k  Jason 

Mrs.  Virginia  Sudduth 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ginny  Suduth 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Mrs.  L.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Irene  L.  Brister 
Mrs.  Rosie  V.  Suilivan 
Ms.  Elstelle  White 
Mrs.  Vernell  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Hobart  C.  Brooks 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Ruby  T.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Mamie  Talbert 
Mrs.  Charles  M.  Agent 
Mr  k  Mrs.  William  E. 
Coleman 

Mrs.  Mandie  Tanksley 
Mrs.  Simon  Turner 
Mrs.  Mary  Thnksley 
Mrs.  F.  W  Fleming 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Ihte 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 
Mr.  Grover  C.  Taylor 
Graeber' Brothers  Inc 
Mrs.  Pauline  Terry 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  L.  C.  Rhoden 
Mrs.  Paulyne  Terry 
Mrs.  Stacy  W.  Bolian 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Cross 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  B.  A.  Lightsey 
Mr.  O.  S.  Tillotson 
Mr  It  Mrs.  John  R.  Barr  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Vance 
Mrs  Robert  E.  Gunn 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Sam  Lackey 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  N.  C.  Ttimer 
Mrs.  Callle  D.  Wachter 
Mrs.  Earl  B.  Allen 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  George  H.  Lipe 
Bobby  Wadford  | 

The  Tbmmy  Hancock  Family 
Dianne  Oakes  Wagner 
Mr  It  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton,  , 


Dr  &  Mrs.  B.  C.  Wolverton 
Heather  Bowen 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Scott  Courtney 
.Mr.  P.  W.  Bozeman 
Dr  &  Mrs.  William  B. 

Thompson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Bratton 
Mrs  W  S.  Hammond 
Betty  It  Grover  Breazeale 
Toxie  K.  Stapleton  VFW  6473 
Marice  Breazeale 
Mr  It  Mrs  W.  L  Byrd  Sr 
William  E.  Bright 
Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Swindoll 
Mr.  T.  C.  Brock 
The  Learned  Gin  Company 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Jack  Liddell 
Hulon  (Buck)  Brown 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Herman  L. 

Dungan  Jr 
Myrtle  Brown 

Mr  It  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mr.  Charles  Bruce 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Drew  Jefcoat 
Mr.  Elmer  Bryant 
Mrs.  C.  V  Dyess 


Mr.  George  Fisher 
Mr  &  Mrs.  R.  W.  Baskin 
Mr  It  Mrs.  F.  O.  Alldread 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mrs.  Richard  A.  Cooper 
Mrs.  .Aleene  M.  Flautt 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Raymond  L 
Craig 

.Mr.  Bernard  H.  Flowers 
Mrs.  Bernice  Abies 
Mr.  R.  W.  Fox 
Mrs  Jewell  G.  Beasley 
Clytee  Frederick  ' 

Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mrs.  Zadie  Freeman 
Mr  It  Mrs.  M.  H  Anderson  & 
Family 

Mr  It  Mrs.  Paul  Honea 

(To  be  continued) 
HONORS 


.Mrs.  Faye  Clement 
Mrs.  Margaret  O.  Mahoney 
Mrs.  Uteola  Cliburn 
Mr  It  Mrs  C.  H.  Blackwell 
Miss  Ora  Lee  Cochran 
Ms.  Louise  M.  Williamson  & 
Family 

Mr.  l,ane  Cockerham 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brooks 
.Mrs.  Claude  (Katherine) 
Cocker 

Mr  It  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brooks 
.Mr.  James  P.  Cole 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Miller 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Coleman 
Mrs.  James  T.  Morris 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Colley 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Jack  Harper 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Cooper 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Bobby  Kirk 
Mrs.  Mar  Catherine  Corley 
Mr  &  Mrs.  John  F.  Bratton 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  David  Ellzey  It 
Kenneth 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Hugh  Caldwell 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Kenneth  III 
Ibmmy  Courtney 
Mr  It  Mrs.  R(^  L  McAlum 
Mrs.  Key  Woods 
Mrs.  FJizabeth  Gunter  Cox 
Mr  William  McCloskey 
Mrs.  Janet  Delk 
Mrs.  .Martha  Crawford 
Thxie  K.  Stapleton  VFW  6473 
Rev.  Jack  Ooss 
Ms.  Ida  E.  Ingram 
Mr.  W.  R.  (Pete)  Cummins 
M. ».  David  C.  Ashley 
Mr  It  Mrs  Homer  Bufkin  & 
Angela 

Mrs  Emma  Jo  Smith 
Mrs.  Rubenia  S.  Hardin 
Mr.  E.  A.  Currey.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walcott 
Hazel  Dakin 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mrs.  I.ema  Daran 
Miss  India  Ware 
Mrs.  Ann  Davidson 
TYinity  BC.  Vicksburg 
Bessie  Will  Davis 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Harold  Blalock 
Mrs.  W.  L  Thompson 
Mrs.  Cecil  Davis 
Mrs.  Ward  Jackson 
Mrs.  Eva  Davis 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Fred  L  Gaddis 


Mrs.  W.  M.  Davis 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Jack  Hammond 
Mrs.  Mary  Dawson 
Miss  Jean  Rouse 
.Mary  Noah  Day 
Ms.  Rena  K.  Lee 
Ms  Mamie  K  Welch 
Denny  Deavers 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Charles  Patrick 
Johnson 

George  Delivorias 
Mrs.  Ruth  R.  Landers 
Mr.  Bruce  Dempsey 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Herman  Coats 


Mrs.  .N'ora  Nowlin 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  L.  E.  Brooks 
Mrs.  George  W.  Johnston 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  T.  W.  Rankin 
Mrs.  Juanita  Pahnka 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Otis  Bryant  Palmer 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  E.  O 
VanOevender 
Mrs.  Barbara  Parker 
Mr  William  H.  Myrick 
Mr.  Hershal  Patterson 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Homer 
Willingham 
Alene  Payne 
Mrs.  Ann  Johnson  " 

Michal  Thylor 
Mr.  C.  O.  Peeples 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Frierson  SS.  Valley  Park  BC 
Jack  k  Bill  Penden 
Mrs.  Curtis  Culpepper 
Spencer  Pender 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Gene  Ray 
Mrs.  Modena  Henly  Pollan 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pollan 
Rev.  Robert  Wesley  Porter 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  H.  Anderson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Clarence  Hughes 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Pinson 
Mrs.  Fannie  Ashford 
Mrs.  Genia  Weeks  Power 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Kemp 
.Mr.  Claude  Powers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Maurice  Brown 
Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Lynda  Price 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupelo 
.Miss  Stacey  Purvis 
Rev.  It  Mrs.  Enoch  Purvis 
Mr.  Claude  Ragsdale 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  S.  Jordan 
Mr.  Jerry  Rawson 
Esther  SS.  Parkway  BC, 
Kosciusko 
.Mr.  Chris  Rayborn 
WIN  Baptist  Women,  East 
McComb  BC 
Mrs.  Beulah  Fay  Reed 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Archie  D. 

Harmon 
John  Reeves 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  B.  A.  Anders 
Mr.  Elmo  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Claude  Whitten 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Rigby 
The  Howard  C.  Ryals  Family 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Roberts 
Mr  It  Mrs.  John  R.  Barr  Jr. 

Mrs.  Anna  Robinson 
Mrs.  Joetta  Tillman 
Mrs.  Zenia  Robinson 
Mrs  Hazel  Geeslin 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  Douglas  Rose  ,, 

Mrs  Walton  Luter  Hughes 
Mrs.  Nell  (Kaye)  TYrr  Rowsey 
Mrs  F.  W.  Pierce,  Sr 
Mr.  G.  W.  Rannells 
Median  Adult  SS.  Strong 
Hope  BC 

Mrs.  l>ora  Russell 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Charleston 
Mrs.  Julia  Sbellon 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Mildred  Shropshire 
Mr.  Hal  Shook 
Mrs.  Alton  C.  Grimes 
Mr.  Ernest  Sinclair 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  John  R.  Barr  Jr. 
Howard  Smith 
Rebekah  SS,  FBC  McComb 


Mrs.  Mattie  W.  Wilder 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Raymond  F. 
Quiim 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Billy  Skelton 
Mr  &  Mrs.  C.  G  Cryder 
Mr.  Clay  Williams 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mr.  Clyde  Williams 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Norman  L. 
Burton 

Lottie  Williamson 
Mrs.  Lois  Palmertree 
Mr.  W.  O.  Wilson 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Billy  Skelton 
Erin  Michael  Winstead 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Jack  Rose 
Mrs.  Lora  Martin  Woods 
Ms.  Elizabeth  H.  Hamberlin 
Ada  Mae  Hilderbrand 
Mr.  Frank  Worthy 
Matthews.  Hearon  It  Cutrer 
Mrs.  Merrill  %'arbrough 
Bill,  .tnnie  P.  It  Patricia 
TViplett 


Mildred  Dover 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Billy  Dwayne  Duett 
Mr  It  Mrs  Billy  Lloyd 
Mrs.  Alex  Dunlap 
Mr  It  Mrs  R.  M  Russell  Jr 
Mrs.  Prunella  Garp 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Lake  DeLoach 
Martha  &  Grady  Eldridge 
Mrs.  Sally  E  Stewart 
.Mrs.  Mabel  Elliot 
Mrs.  June  T.  Brooks 
Karen  Ellzey 
Mr  &  Mrs  Bobby  Moore 
Mrs.  .Marjory  Engell 
Mr.  It  Mrs  N.  C.  "nirner 
Mr  It  Mrs  F.  C.  Hobgood 
Mrs.  Clarice  Roberson 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Eskridge 
Ms.  Peggy  J  Griffin 
Mr  It  Mrs  J.  H.  Snyder 
Monzelle  Wooten 
Mrs.  Edna  K.  Carner 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Don  Eubank 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Cecil  Burnham 
Mr.  Chester  Etheridge 
.Mr  It  Mrs.  Jimmy  N.  Abel 
Miss  .'\my  Eubank 
.Mr  It  Mrs  TYrry  Champion 
It  Wendy 

Mother  of  Mrs.  William 
Everett 

Mr  It  Mrs  Barney  R.  Cook 
Sister  of  Mr.  William  Everett 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Cleve  D.  Faggard 
Mr  It  Mrs.  C.  D.  Faggard 
Mr.  James  K.  (Bud)  Fancher 
Philathea  SS.  FBC  Columbus 
Mrs.  Mable  T.  Farrell 
Mr  It  Mrs  Walter  B  Moore 
Mr.  Charles  Scott  Fisher 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Calvin  Pierce 


.Mrs.  Elise  Curtis 
Alathean  SS.  Collins  BC 
John  It  Mary  Gardner 
Mrs.  Jean  Allgood 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  John  H.  Gilliam 
Miss  Elizabeth  Dakin 
Mrs.  Charlene  Hardin 
Mrs.  Rose  T.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Bess  Hills 
Althean  SS,  Collins  BC 
Rev.  It  Mrs.  Charles  llolifirld 
Mr  It  Mrs.  William  1.  White 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hudson 
Mrs.  Margaret  Wilson 
Henrry  Kathie 
Mrs  Scott  Wofford 
Mrs.  Jessie  l.ewis 
Faith  SS,  FBC  Meridian 
Mrs.  lena  Bratton  .Mauriell 
Mr  It  Mrs.  John  F  Bratton 
Dr.  Russell  Mclntire 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Irvin 
Miss  Martha  Elaine  Moser 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Jolly 
Mrs.  James  O'Neal 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Ed  Bowers 
Rev  k  Mrs.  Bob  O’Neal 
Mrs.  Sola  O'Neal 
Mr  It  Mrs  T  J  Tucker 
Mrs.  Ricks 

.Mr  It  Mrs  Johnnie  Arnold 
Nancy  Rideout 
TeL  SS.  FBC  Charleston 
Bob  Robinstm 
Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupelo 


Mrs.  .Myrtle  Burge 
Ms.  Margaret  Cox 
Colic  Burks 
The  O'Neal  FTamily 
Mrs.  Ruby  Byrd 
Mrs  Betty  Stevens 
McKittrick 

Mr.  John  A.  Campbell 
Mr  It  Mrs.  John  T. 
Thompson 

.Mrs.  .Annie  Mae  Campbell 
Mrs.  Aubrey  A  Aden 
•Mr  It  Mrs  O.  G.  Tbuchstone 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Jo  Caraway 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Johnnie  Lee 
Mr  It  Mrs  Mike  Jones 
Mrs.  Katie  It  Pam  Kemp 
Mr  It  Mrs  William  Kemp 
Mrs.  Cecil  Boswell 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Carnell 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Oliver  N  King 
Mr.  Doug  King 
John  William  Carter 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  L 
Craig 

Mr.  Carroll  Channell 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Stamps 
Mr.  Phillip  Chisolm 
Pearl  Hudson 
Ms  Robbie  Putnam 
Ollie  Fay  Smith 
Mary  E.  Waggoner 
Elna  S.  Chunn 
Mr  It  Mrs  W  J.  Thompson 


.Mrs.  W.  B.  (Carrie)  .Abel 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Alan  Goodson 
Janet  Roebuck 
Barbara  &  Johnnie 
Williamson 
Thomas  Williamson 
Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  McCartney 
.Mrs.  Lula  Bell  Adair 
Mrs.  Lori  Chapman 
Ms.  Peggye  Price 
Miss  Lillye  Mar  Adams 
Mrs.  M  E.  Hill  It  Family 
Mr.  Weaver  W.  Adams 
Mrs.  Kathrine  C.  Roach 
Mrs.  .Nettie  Aldridge 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  James  N.  Jacks 
Mrs.  Shirley  Allen 
Harold  Hilbun  SS.  Parkway 


Mrs.  Ruth  Walton 
Mrs.  Ibnnie  Glee  Jones 
Mr.  J.  W.  Watson.  Jr. 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Green 
Mrs.  Murray  Weeks 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Gerald  Carter 
Mr.  Clovis  Wells 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Gardner 
Mr  It  Mrs  Jeff  Wells 


MISSISSIPPI’S  LARGEST  FAMILY 


iUAAl 


m  Burundi  missionaries 

:es  flee  to  Kenya 

■wj%  off'  Dennis  and  Margaret  McCall,  mis- 

J&gp  Brq  sionaries  to  Burundi,  Africa,  had  to 

leave  their  mission  field  almost  three 
weeks  ago  and  go  to  Kenya,  to  await 
•  A  a  time  when  they  could  feel  safe  to 

r-i  T-|-  return  home.  The  danger  was  caused 

^  by  tribal  warfare,  anefihe  fighting  was 

.  centered  in  their  area  of  the  city  of 

Baptist  since  1963.”  Bujambura.  -Other  missionaries  in 

Once  in  his  Sunday  School  class,  Burundi  did  not  leave, 
others  asked  him,  “Who  is  God?”  He  The  McCalls  stayed  in  a  hotel  in 
thought  and  prayed  about  that  ques-  Nairobi  until  the  turmoil  had  subsid- 
tion;  this  chart  is  an  illustration  of  his  ed  and  were  planning  to  return  to 
answer.  “God  gave  it  to  me,”  he  said.  Burundi  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  17. 

With  a  spool  and  Avon  bottle  caps,  he  Dennis  is  the  son  of  John  McCall, 
drew  the  circles  on  the  chart.  head  of  the  Department  of  Religion  at 


CHRISTMAS 
FOR  CHRIST 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


If  you’ve  read  2  Kings  19,  you  must 
know  what  Isaiah  37  says.  They’re 
almost  identical. 


By  Judd  Allen 

"And  they  will  call  Him  Immanuel,  which  means.  God  with  us’  ”  (Matt.  1:27). 

Paul  Harvey’s  annual  retelling  of  the  story  about  a  man  and  disoriented 
birds  is  a  highlight  of  the  Christmas  season.  The  man  did  not  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ,  especially  that  Jesus  became  a  human  being.  His  wife  and  daughter 
were  believers  who  had  left  him  alone  while  they  went  to 
attend  the  Christmas  Eve  service  at  the  church.  While 

^  reading  the  newspaper,  he  was  startled  by  a  sound  at  the 

i  ■  ^  window.  Peering  into  the  rectangle  of  light  cast  by  his  lamp, 

^  flock  of  birds  which  had  become  lost  in  the  snow. 

Some  of  the  birds  continued  to  throw  themselves  against 
the  window,  and  other  thrashed  about  in  the  snow.  The 
man’s  heart  was  moved  with  pity  at  the  plight  of  the  birds, 
and  he  went  outside  to  help  them.  He  opened  the  barn  door 
and  tried  to  drive  them  in.  However,  this  attempt  failed. 
He  then  offered  food  to  coax  them  into  the  warmth  and  pro- 
HP  tection  of  the  barn,  but  this  failed.  He  could  not  lure  them 

AnMi  to  safety. 

Frustrated  with  the  situation,  he  thought  to  himself:  “If  only  these  birds 
could  realize  that  I  am  trying  to  help  them.  If  only  I  could  become  one  of 
them  for  just  a  little  while.  I  could  lead  them  into  the  barn.”  At  that  moment, 
the  church  belf  pealed  in  the  distance.  The  man  fell  on  his  knees  in  the  snow. 
At  last  he  understwKl  that  what  he  wanted  to  do  for  the  confused  birds  is  ex¬ 
actly  what  Jesus  did  for  the  world.  Jesus  became  “one  of  us.”  He  is  our  Im¬ 
manuel,  “God  with  us.” 

When  Jesus  became  one  of  us,  he  revealed  God  the  Father  to  us.  He  said, 
“He  who  has  seen  me  has  seen  the  Father.”  The  things  we  know  about  God, 
our  Father,  have  been  revealed  by  Jesus  in  words  and  terms  we  can  under¬ 
stand.  God  is  no  longer  distant,  but  he  is  near  because  Jesus  is  “ever  near 
to  make  intercession  for  us.” 

In  his  humanity,  Jesus  is  one  of  us  because  he  has  been  “tempted  in  all  points 
just  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.”  It  is  comforting  to  know  we  have  a  Savior 
and  elder  brother  who  understands  the  temptations  which  confront  us.  Not 
only  does  Jesus  know  and  understand,  but  also  he  sustains  us  and  gives 
assistance  to  overcome  the  temptations  which  entice  us. 

In  becoming  one  of  us,  Jesus  demonstrated  his  great  love  for  iis.  He  gave 
his  life  to  pay  our  debt  and  extended  his  grace  to  all  who  will  accept  and  believe 
in  him.  The  late  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  Dag  Hammarsk- 
jold,  said,  “For  him  who  looks  to  the  future,  the  manger  is  on  Golgotha,  the 
cross  has  already  been  raised  in  Bethlehem.” 

Allen  is  pastor  of  Ogden  Church,  Yazoo  Association. 


FATHER 

CREATOR 


NEW  HEAVEN 
NEW  EARTH 


SON 

LORD 

WORD 


r  HOLY  T 
SPIRIT 
WITNESS 
LGUIDEJ 


Z  I  Soul,  Spirit,  Life. 

<  1  Mind.  WIH,  Power. 

*  ^  riesli.  Body,  Whole 

The  Trinity  or  Godhead  consists  of  three  separate  persons  possessing  separate  personalities  and  qualities  perfectly  united 
in  one:  God. 

The  Father  (creator)  gave  the  Son  (word)  through  the  Holy  Spirit  (witness).  Everything  is,  was.  or  will  be  accomplished 
as  God’s  will  and  way. 

A  circle  has  no  end;  neither  has  our  God.  God  will  go  on  forever.  Eternal. 

God  made  man  in  his  own  image,  created  he  him,  male  and  female,  placing  them  in  a  garden  with  instructions  for  their 
good  and  welfare.  Soon  they  became  disobedient  to  God  and  were  cast  out.  Sin  became  the  dominant  factor  in  their  lives. 
The  line  from  God  to  man  was  broken  by  rebellion  and  the  devil. 

In  man  there  are  two  factors  of  control:  God  (spiritual  eternal  life)  or  mammon  (wickedness,  death  in  hell).  By  God  giving 
man  the  mind,  will,  power  of  choice,  man  can  choose  his  way. 

God  loves  man.  arid  has  a  place  for  him  in  his  kingdom.  There  is  a  spirit  of  life  in  each  individual  which  only  God  can  destroy. 

God  wants  man  to  return  to  him,  so  God  prepared  a  way  by  sending  his  only  begotten  Son  down  to  earth  through  a  virgin, 
Mary,  as  child  Jesus.  Jesus  grew  up  as  a  man  but  never  lost  his  identity  with  his  Father. 

Jesus  never  committed  a  sin  but  cast  sin  from  many  individuals  who  trusted  him  Jesus  healed  the  sick,  made  the  blirKi 
to  see,  deaf  to  hear,  lame  to  walk.  He  raised  dead  to  life,  fed  the  hungry,  and  buried  your  sins  and  mine  upon  a  cross  at  Calvary. 
He  rose  from  the  grave  and  is  at  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven  pleading  for  those  who  are  lost. 

The  choice  is  up  to  each  individual:  eternal  life  or  everlasting  death  In  hell. 

My  friend,  choose  eternal  life.  Be  a  child  in  God’s  kingdom. 

Follow  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Savior  and  Lord. 

Believe,  trust,  and  obey.  —  Chart  and  message  by  Elmer  Aycock 


A  Promise — A  Victory 


The  shortest  verse  in  the  Bible  is 
two  words  long:  “Jesus  wept”  (John 
11:35). 


In  the  late  1980s,  the  Chilson  Hills 
Baptist  Church  of  Howell,  Mich.,  held 
7  a.m.  church  services  at  the  first  tee 
of  the  local  golf  course.  But  church 
members  outnumbered  the  golfers,  so 
the  early  service  is  now  held  in  the 
church  garden. 


Final  hours  of  ’91:  a  call  to  prayer  for  Russia 


f-'ORT  WORTH,  Texas  ( BP )  —  The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  looks  at  the  m  a  year-long  prayer  vigil  during  1992,  David  Hartman  narrated  the  speyial, 
lal  hours  of  1991  will  focus  on  a  call  remarkable  changes  which  have  oc-  aimed  at  bringing  the  gospel  of  Jesus  created  by  the  Radio  and  Television 
prayer  for  evangelism  in  Russia,  as  curred  in  what  was  the  Soviet  Union,”  Christ  to  the  people.”  Commission  for  ABC  last  December, 

ogramming  on  both  AC’TS  and  said  David  Powers,  the  board’s  direc-  The  special  received  an  Emmy 

milyNet  have  been  preempted  for  tor  of  video  services.  “It  explains  how  The  second  FMB  special.  Enduring  nomination  for  best  documentary, 
o  specials  produced  by  the  Southern  Christians  must  unite  in  prayer  for  a  Faith,  which  will  air  at  10:30  o  m  E^ST,  “What  a  wonderful  way  to  close  out 
iptisi  Foreign  .Mission  Board  and  mighty  outpouring  of  God's  Holy  explores  the  work  of  Soviet  Baptists  this  historic  year  and  begin  the  year 
e  by  the  Radio  and  Television  Com-  Spirit  among  the  Russian  people.”  in  the  former  Soviet  republics  of  of  prayer  for  Russia.”  said  Wright, 
ssion,  according  to  .Mike  Wright.  Russia.  Ukraine,  and  Georgia.  who  recently  returned  from  a  trip  to 

•e  president  for  Network  Operations  Powers  pointed  out  the  .30-minute  Winds  of  Freedom,  to  be  shown  at  St.  Petersburg.  “We  agree  with  the 
RXVC.  .special,  which  will  be  shown  at  10  p.m.  11  p.m.  EST.  is  a  documentary  about  church  member  there,  who  says  in 

and  12  midnight  EST.  was  created  “to  Christians  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  Enduring  Faith,  ‘If  Russia  repented. 

’A  New  Prayer,  produced  by  the  help  churches  effectively  participate  Soviet  Union.  Television  personalitv  the  world  would  turn  upside  down.’ ” 
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